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Abstract

Both before and after the Islamic Revolution, achieving regional and Asian
leadership has always been a goal for the Islamic Republic of Iran. Iran has the
necessary geopolitical, natural, and even cultural and civilizational capacities to play
this role, at least in the region and Asia. However, the inappropriate use of these
potentials over the last 100 years has prevented Iran from reaching this goal and
created significant challenges for its development. Therefore, the main question of
this study is: what limitations and challenges does Iran face in achieving regional
and Asian leadership? This article argues that, despite Iran's desire for leadership
and its sufficient natural and human resources, the failure to appropriately utilize its
potential and convert it into actual capabilities, along with the idealistic pursuit of
leadership without considering the country's practical abilities and conditions, has
not only hindered Iran from achieving regional leadership, but has also fostered
negative perceptions of the country. This has contributed to regional and global
tensions, leading to opposition and hostility against Iran, which have further
complicated even the minimal development of the country.
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