Vol. 1, No. 1, Serial No. 1, Autumn & Winter2024

Journal of Asian Regional (‘!

JN%S Orders Studies

Journal Homepage: https:/ijas.shirazu.ac.ir
https://doi.org/10.22099/JAROS.2024.7765

“Research Article

Politicization of the International Human Rights System and
the Blatant Violation of Human Rights in Myanmar

Shahrzad Najafi™

1. PhD Candidate in Public Law, Public Law Department, Faculty of Law, Economy and
Administration, University of Lorraine, Metz, France

Article history: Received: 12/05/2024 Accepted: 19/08/2024

Abstract

Human rights are among the oldest and most fundamental needs of mankind, formed within
human existence. Despite the progress that has occurred in the area of guaranteeing human
rights globally, these rights are occasionally abused in various parts of the world, with one of
the primary examples of such abuse being the vast violation of human rights in Myanmar and
the brutal slaughter of the country's Muslims by the central government. The present study
aims to elaborate on the aspects of the international human rights system being politicized and
the gross violations of these rights in Myanmar, based on human rights principles and
regulations, as well as the effect of the exertion of power on these gross violations and the
politicization of international human rights. Using a descriptive-elucidative method, this study
seeks to find answers to the questions of what factors have primarily influenced the increase
in blatant human rights violations within the international legal system, considering Myanmar
as a case study, and what factors have led to the politicization of international law regarding
the ruthless slaughter of Myanmar’s Muslims. In response to these questions, a hypothesis is
proposed, suggesting that the politicization of the international human rights system and the
significant influence of power relations and state interests have led to the occurrence of clear
human rights violations, such as the violation of Muslims' rights in Myanmar. The study's
findings indicate that the increase in blatant human rights violations within the international
legal system, with Myanmar as an example, has been largely influenced by political factors,
the interests of major countries, economic considerations, and the unfortunate experience of
the emergence of extremist Islamic groups. Additionally, the fear of terrorism's spread,
particularly among non-Muslim countries (in Europe, the US, India, Russia, and China), has
led to global passivity on this issue. Furthermore, the weak response from Islamic countries
has exacerbated the situation, leaving the shelterless Muslims vulnerable to various atrocities.
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