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Abstract

Israel and China have sought to minimize their differences and establish common
ground to advance their respective interests. However, in doing so, they have
encountered various structural challenges, leading to shifts in their areas of
engagement. While Israel-China relations offer significant opportunities, particularly
as China's economic influence expands, they also present challenges, especially
amid the intensifying strategic competition between China and the United States. As
a distinct geopolitical actor, Israel is not immune to the tensions arising from
Chinese investments and U.S. security concerns. This study examines how and
under what conditions Israel navigates its foreign policy between these two major
powers and what implications this balancing act has for Israeli diplomacy. Based on
an analytical approach, the article's hypothesis argues that given the structural
characteristics of Israeli foreign policy—particularly its alignment with U.S.
interests—establishing a high-level strategic relationship between Israel and China
remains fundamentally unlikely. The research findings indicate that Israel-China
relations have followed a cyclical pattern of decline and renewal, with U.S. strategic
considerations playing a decisive role in shaping Israel’s policy decisions over the
past two decades, leading to a more pragmatic and realist approach.
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