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Abstract

Introduction

China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) integrates economic policy and
national security. A neo-mercantilist lens reads the state as coordinating
capital, firms, and public finance. This narrows strategic vulnerabilities and
builds geo-economic influence. The Middle East is central to this strategy. It
supplies much of China’s oil and gas, anchoring maritime and overland
nodes that shape global flows. The article asks a straightforward question: in
practice, how does the BRI help China secure reliable, affordable energy
while increasing its economic presence in the region? The aim is to trace the
concrete mechanisms—industrial policy, public finance, and diplomacy—
that enable this. It shows how these mechanisms operate together instead of
in isolation. It also explains what this joint machinery means for the regional
order and for debates about the connection between economics and security.

Methods

The study is documentary-analytical. It uses peer-reviewed research, official
reports, and trend data on trade and energy. All sources are examined
through a structured framework. The Chinese state is the unit of analysis.

Please cite this article as:
Etemadi, SH. (2025). Numercantilism in Chinese Foreign Policy: A Case Study of the Middle East.
Iranian Journal of Asian Studies, 2(1) 343-368. https:// doi.org/10.22099/ijas.2025.53447.1040

* Corresponding author:  E-mail address: s.etemadi2019@gmail.com


https://ijas.shirazu.ac.ir/
https://doi.org/10.22099/ijas.2025.53447.1040

Iranian Journal of Asian Studies

Numercantilism in Chinese Foreign Policy: ... 344

The temporal scope runs from the BRI’s 2013 launch to recent years. The
geographic scope covers the Middle East, with relevant links to Eurasia. The
framework matches neo-mercantilist indicators to policies.

These include state-owned energy enterprises, public finance networks,
supplier and route diversification, and coupling security with trade. The
analysis checks the evidence against the framework. It uses case studies of
corridors and ports, most notably the China—Pakistan Economic Corridor
and selected Indian Ocean facilities. It also considers land-bridge rail and
road projects. Finally, it examines “infrastructure-for-energy” deals and
long-term contracts. The goal is to clarify how financial, industrial, and
diplomatic tools work as a single policy package.

Findings

One pattern stands out: state-centred instruments matter most. Major state-
owned oil and gas firms act as tools of economic statecraft. They finance and
build infrastructure, pursue strategic acquisitions, and secure long-term
supply. Public finance—policy banks, multilateral funds, and insurance—
absorbs risk. It also aligns investment cycles with secure access goals. A
second pattern concerns resilience. A multipath sea—land system blends
maritime routes with overland corridors and pipelines. This creates
redundancy and raises reliability. By investing in ports, storage, and cross-
border links, China addresses the ‘“Malacca dilemma.” These measures
shorten recovery time after disruptions and cut exposure to chokepoints. A
third pattern reveals the two sides of energy security. Expanding suppliers
and routes reduces outage risks. Long-term offtake deals and bundled
projects smooth price swings and push stable export commitments from
partner governments.

Case evidence confirms these claims. Most of China’s oil imports still
come from the Middle East. The supplier mix shifts as market cycles,
sanctions, and diplomacy evolve. High-level summits and cooperation plans
expand both partners and projects—these span refineries, petrochemicals,
logistics, and storage. The geo-economic—security link has policy
consequences in both directions. A wider infrastructure and finance presence
brings commercial and positional gains at key nodes. But these gains come
with nontrivial risks: host-state instability, terrorism, external competition,
and suspicion over China’s aims. China’s response focuses on concrete
economic results, mutual benefit rhetoric, and restraint from overt political
intervention. This approach contains security costs but maintains commercial
engagement. Finally, the BRI supports limited monetary diversification in
energy trade. More alternative settlement deals provide modest insulation
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against financial shocks and reduce reliance on a single currency. This
complements the physical diversification of routes and suppliers.

Conclusion

In sum, the BRI’s Middle Eastern presence puts a neo-mercantilist strategy
into practice. This involves industrial policy, public finance, and diplomacy
working together. The aim is to secure affordable, reliable energy and to
grow geo-economic influence. The approach works when political risks are
managed, transparency increases, and policies adapt to shifts in the energy
transition. Conceptually, the framework -clarifies how economics and
security reinforce each other. In practice, it offers a playbook for
governments balancing energy needs, infrastructure, and constraints while
avoiding military escalation.

Keywords: China, Neomercantilism, Foreign Policy, Middle East, Belt and
Road Initiative.



~£/ L;'/U;; ﬁ
LT -

1Fef Oliwo) § mb ) oolad p9d Jlo

* Q —
NAS LT Slaflao i 1! oo -
Journal Homepage: https://ijas.shirazu.ac.ir e
doi:https://doi.org/10.22099/1JAS.2025.53447.1040

fm.b"' 93 o

o9l (S3)90 Mlllan Iy (2L Tl 3O kil g0 o5
* goloss! Ll

Al 5l s ol ¢ lns psle 5 o 00Kl oyl Jilia T (ol psle (65555 (gammiils

VRSN Ly e VECF/OYY S 55 g 56 Ao Sl

[REAN 2

Sy Sl g slaBl Wgn ol o3 S eslr 5 Ay S S L S s s e aedie
s S50 A b (kS B Gl aSSL il S Siales Oy
goen @3laBl 55 358 Cush 5 Gpdioend 28 Gy Jb Glaslnl 5 s ey
s Sl Jisdem slae S 53 OF i 5 58 5 ek Vb 05 e 4 clayslt L
5L e med S8 el s eSS Sl S cd )l ol el 3yl ol
Al o Grea adlate 53 | O (3Ll 35 Olajen 5 S o Koo |y (S350 & o 46 ot e
5 5ot o wel ins ol &S sl e 55l 5 pesT BB 5 Olis s, €1 cous
Sl st o3l 55 whai (gl 1 OF (sladely 5 A58 o Jby Al (Glaty a1y (3Ll uledys

Al e phy
Sesls 5 ey b iolE (A Slosl 5 el s - (sl ¢ BE-C ST -T Y
Yo v s LKl el 51 Sl aals el o s e Ay )15 4SS (655 5 sl s,
3,80 2oy elelsl bde ks L wlaysls e el 5 5 gladl b

s cpl 4 sl
o] Slelllas (! alro ailnygl5 160,90 anlllan torz >y Conliws 18 puilS o 5 (V0 F) rals (solexel
FEY-YPA (V) Y oo

E-mail address: s.etemadi2019@gmail.com i s odinygs ¥


https://ijas.shirazu.ac.ir/
https://doi.org/10.22099/ijas.2025.53447.1040

(L

LA
e’

YfY \f'f;}t‘.‘m‘j}ﬁgLJ}‘oJLo.inQCJDA)}b

S 5l aie Slalpl 5 ol 4 L kS e 5 slaatlh (e seke by
W s 5 OB LS as o g S Sl 5 ases b Gl (550 e ey
Ao $ae adllas Sl b odalps Gllal Glaw gl ool bl L b ol e
e Sl 5 OLSL o (3Ll 5o S 65 g b 435 0 SIS Sy 5 sk S
A s Sl S e (Sa loslr 5 oy gleelsn LIS s e el s
5 e (Jl glalpl 85 538 s, U ossdie e n ety glaslal 35 (g3

LS e Jer Sialen b a1y S ) pons Slakys
23k e w38 5 ol e slaely LS DISET et 53 laslpl (s laasily
5 ol bt K0 wrle s cxtle s Jbo ol 1S o Jes ol ol slasl
5 Sty i b ol $adstis 5 b L el LS 55 ctetily Gl Cot
(EERE S s K Ghm ) e Sl B (Il slaast o (g3leOlesen
(2bd Bl S5 L (SES 5 ol el Golems das s JalS 1) S 0 S
bl S e i 5 sl ol 55 e Vo 1 4Kt (SSa5l uns o S 5 ) boshes
LaolS IS a0 Sl (550 Sladisg 5 (S3loe o3 oly 55 (oISl LK, 51 SYLe fana
Pl o (IS U35 Ctln BB 5 (6 et Aas 53 55 (551 Sl o Aol o
sl Sl e 5 byl 5 lalanslt 05 Sl 8 a3 S (S48 s ed A 3
Sl Sl 5 ekl bl (s da 53 5T oml b LA sl ]
Ao DL (G2 5m Malsd oo a5l SOILL 1 OG0 Slhsle ligas 5 L | Ol s
& Ay DS el S 5 Ll ey e liosls ) Oloman o i sl 5l g $ B g
W e ot S o i SSldos L BUS 5 0 e slaesss L glaet
U Lel&aVl 5115 bedsn A 5 dos e S 1) OG0 wals milr ()en slaasli
Db e ol Sladely ol = sliamil 55 Wy ey AiSy e dre s (St sla S
5 JEs e oo 3 55 adse Loy e (ol wBle o dle o3 1S P s L sl
S, by (S Dy (s U O pbSig, Ll S e sl (65
@bl gl oo eddodalie muly ol Gl 55 Gy O 4 o SSWL 5 lailal
lau s 5,5, ool 03 4S8 tns oo e 1 550 = 3wl (g Sl LG
Sl S o3l 5 A0S G plil e AS o Bl |y () Jole slab 5 e | ol

5

A

-

G



S u"-’)l’. Cwlow )3 r-“‘:l:ﬁlff 5 YTA

23 33dome (S e O AS a0 5 e S5 g5 LS 5 5 Al e (Sl -l ol S w

S e sl b saS55 sy l
5 2l Sl eslr 5 S BT Slaileay sl GME 3 5 s (Sluar 53 15 S 4om
S golasl wledos 5 eges Jbo el o cnl Sales S 5 il pdsils s
S o dladl 55 358 el b Olsea | 351 4 sameausa oS 5 telae ot
ol el il S350 S Ll 5 cdlis b SaSias; Cupde 4 OF ol

y] onge v.a\,e 6308 Jae 428 acdgs (gl 5 LS o gy 1y el —slaBl folad gl

ol 5t aS Il by gl o sl ol S e (o s dST O3



Y¥fa \f'f;}t‘.‘m‘j}ﬁgLJ}‘oJLo.inQCJDA)}b

ST

Lo andls Ol Hsb s Son Glac,l 5l (S Olgeas &5 ol ()528 oo
b g Sl miten op 5 Sl Jg o8 S 0588 cpl 2550 03 235 S S
3 3 G S 5 el S5 Al S S &S s axlge (5558
S el pa gl by s sladel b s e Sl Glacnlin oSS
S WLler a1y Sy plerl Ulsie b ann s 0 30 slawal o 585 5
3lde Sy golasl O, S Ol | 5 andly addS Jle ¥ b o aS
ST pan 5 o ASU S 5 S o5 &S (S S b Ll 4 K
glo) die 8,8 b so0nlyl el Sl mlaes o Sletst 5 VE 51 el Y pans
floz) @ ppmsn o8 axy Jde G585 5 550 Gl S dmdls b Sy
s e Ml sl il 5 S Ll S s goade b1 Kl
Aalst Ggal Gl el s g (ool s3lal daly (S8 (Sles whaie
03,5 e M08 S oSG oSan LB s G DV Gl @ s LI sy
WSS ol J s ame 5 Wl s o0 0SUS Gble jo s (ol wledos
Lad 4l bl (gl 5 (ool anw s JUis 4 B o LT cod el LG

Qk\)}ﬂ&ﬂ)bbul& Lgbl...eil;‘ QJA}A

(keSS o 58 1S, 5 ezl

olail s 51, s, 4is Cél;.a S 4SSl (oolamdl (gl L ‘ml::lef}}
Sph oo A6 (golaBl g Sl a.LaTJ_Z b 8 4 bl gy s e Sl B i
B ewlal Jsol s e dsl e 4 L (Gerriey & Padoan,1986:84)

(Oatley,2010:8) el s 611/58\”; a ki Ly sl o i



‘ﬁf}b@@))&ﬁ&f}; ‘ﬂa.

s @SSl 3 5 e AST SIas sl 5 o5 galuaml dm el ol o
3515 s Ha5 et SIS a5 3T 5L RS a5 sl slasl s gl arss i
Jos ol Gla gt ap s iS5 oladl Glac s (5 53 (S
(Rodrik,2010:15) 48 .
Camlr 03 U 1 OF ol el 5 (6550 e 4 ikl 058 5 S,
A3 eslasl anw gy Ad ) g, oS aendd Olyear (555 4 Sdas ol oS
SLeS s b 5 Baas 5 65 bl s S oMt bl L s S
A 53 65 4 IS e g8 5 S0y e sl Sy 5l K Ols e 1 (Hs
5 S5 essm 5o s glaasaes C’et.a oo les 48\;): bos o pl s S
2 e ol el a8 3 Sy e il e Cloma OF Sl (5
o2 3550 ST O soa (ST (g S g Sogee Jool 0554 S5l s
L e R UBEI ™ DRSPS RS POV NCH P PRSI R
JLis 3y, SOl L aslse pde 5l A0 Glaola el Caa L) el
NERCPEY, 5o idss 5l ol (ol slacnln o5 2 Lo 5 S e
Gib 3l 5k Ol 035 mhwes (Gl 5035 A 55 L) w8 4 ) Ml
S5l ol Sl (8 Do bl Soler glaculi ¢l 4 s
i Slaosld o Lo sk s APl Coles (sl gbadll sllas!
Cost sl BN s Slsyls 5SS M AT s 5 VL) S e 53
S 5 oolal ane g a4 aehtlS e 3 Sy sl sla Sy sl S8 olsle
St ol S Lt o) 53 &S Gl oy s 5 DL Olejen
3ol ol als Sogda e Slsle esladl s, S (S
S opl Rl (KIS o s as 3 5 ey el bl G5 sla,yis
Loablie gl aidss 0 (Sl g8 glacln gla S5y 5l Ko



A} \f'f;}t‘.‘m‘j}ﬁgLJ}‘oJLo.inQCJDA)}b

ooy sl Bl Koy slas s s slasl ale U, sbatig
el Sl
b osyls dad &8 o Cdss & das e OIS Luly fpad 53 5 i LiAsk
bl boag slasl Wps Cosli ae) b Ao S SO Sl S e
S Sl (528 Gble cpla |y 5 LY Slslo 5 &S wal 1y Jgel
S50 e a3 bl 2B LEE 5 amnl 5 6551wl leS S0
5 Skl e B, o S K o S slae, B sls 5 gslasl
s 305 05 S spde sk s ler Sl sl s Ol i kSIS a0
s & a8 Sy slac, 8 gl 655 Caenl opl ol <OA NYA4L Ll 5 ) ol

el S RG e chen s golal o 5 58l g e coel sl

e o el 5 SIS 0 8 Y

Geb Sl olasl gla s o SR 5 50 5SSl 58 el
3 s Rl b (Jas eSS b el 5o 505l 0 o pde Sl O
Menon and ) LS o Jos gy Oldal 5 ol 0L e Olgea oyt
et ) o3l sl S LB s e S el cusdly (Ziegler, 2014:17
Slal 5 Wy byt Slisl 5 8 s b lad e b s slaeds,y ol
bije sl Gz b ol ol et po il on) Ly er 4 1) 551 W)
Lol sba opd e dLis S S SO Ll LB s &S B e L
SO 5,8 3 esliialyy e 5o (655 Sl dolas (gl Ll e Olejor I3
S35 S @Sy Ay o8 S e Lalal oS el pl e ol 3 a5 LG
a3 S b 0 1S SN 5 b Sl 5 oK el o3l b &S e

o3Il ax b Gl cpl Jle el oS s e OLES 15 Jsder ool 2 J s o



b edes bl 1 S ol psl o35 il e Jbe slasly slacslo 4 S
s ol o3l (sl SISl 3ty sliely 3 e SIS Ll (5351 )
Olyeas LS 3 onl ol ol Lol ysl ol o 55 o S 15 g Co s
iy a8 SISl B s pls 6l s Sl s sl liS e e a1 i
s cxlos s 655 slasis s Bles LES 3 ol S s Jas oS
.(Chatterjee & Wu, 2017) .S -

L alarsl odd sbul e ey S b gbostleys ales
53 5w Jlo el 53 Vs s lke VA 05SU &S Ll el s g 18wl e
TV ol oy Guadio 5l ol olantl S w S S ey s
o ke Sl ol 038 o108 wlo s Y5 5l B 51 Lt oS (655 55U
Cost s ol e Ol Colem ln 2 sl wle Sl 6 S e @
(Weimin,2017:1) ol (65,50 o35 53 05940 Gblw pl b (galadl slad s

S Jold (s Son CS 8w 05 (6551 Sanl @S sl 55 e
b e cd oS5 5 (SINopec) o ewdis i 5 CE CS L r Cb e
et S s 3L e Oleygd Olgea Lol 5l aS cl o3 S sl 1|, (CNOOC)
S35 it oSm 0B AN s ol 3 oyt i sl e
5> oA sl ko a Gt e e glaolsle 5 sl L s
CSIE b posas i GLES Ll pes 53 LAE 38 5 ol
Sl Wledd sdas 28 aOlUw )5 sl 4 Gbse o Jes oS
ol Cemdee a3 e 0 e et s Fs glaeS L
558 5 ek S w11 81 Mol GG s s S L2
LFO-FEATA0 (ol 5 w8)) ol ol

L oS GG (680 b oy s S L sl a5 A, e |

prf Y\\/\cLSJLAJ.;\ 9 JLA Q|J.’>u )‘ o aS L;E.L\jﬁl B S ol )U.\.:.A‘ mb&.:



Yoy \f'f;}t‘.‘m‘j}ﬁgLJ}‘oJLo.inQCJDA)}b

Liler ola,siS 3 o= ol Sculem 5 0ad gler Ole blime lid 5 iiS
O Gler i (A peS m (Jol sty A0S el 63 S g 55 sdoata V|
Oler oy 4 oo RS Wy, des o3l Gk cnl 516 S o | sl
Byd el i Gl 4 g gLV Slpsle xS Ol 5 b el
% aherml Gl e 53 e sger s (S o ) Slagly sl
oo 03 3 TVl sle s L s a1 5 Ll (golasl (6518 s
e s Ml e L raen ol an YOOVt ole s ol 5 S
Sl 5 NS gle w5 5l AST Olgr (s3lasl llad 53 55iS SGmes el
23 Al o Cny a0l 5 Ao 08 sl 53 sege Sl ad s Olsea | (ol
el (Llize b ge 5 S ke anw ) 035, opl 5l Gl 4SSl sdel i
(A sl b by asd e pl 3 2 b opl Saa 5o b
bl 5 JEsdem laoly K3 558 5 o bkt ol (il g 3 oS
Sl ol Ol ladhn glaysiS lKes Lol B e slaas

.(INDRC,2015)

ﬁMK,&ﬁ @JL"» M@A{U’AQobL‘{J.&.’gﬁSJ&Q Y

Ll bre o by pU & 650N 2ok elad  d o8 S oS 5T A
st ey B YO dle s el 5 WS S sl 5 2 bl &S
3basl laclw Lol 5l Olgea aa 5| aal cpl o5 s pladsy 0 Sir
Lok ool oscnlil ol Sop Ol S Olpea o L3 o 5 o S
Ll 3o o 45 el Oy Sy ciliss bl 5o (L5 Sl sla il

(Xiny,2018) &S ol Sl pl G 0 1y Lol o, 558 -l slazel S



$olSan Dlosln 53 T sl Gl 53 o snr ey S G 5
S e b s gl L el el (gnlal deS pagie 31 SLSLE
oo Sl Vb o Sl 3l G s sl 5 S Sl s lew
Syt Dy 528 b dr s e GV Sl Gl (e 3 A SG on
s b 3503 dmd 635l l 5l eslizal b 5538 ol ol sl BV YA S dames)
23 Gty gl 5 bl slml s L bS5l slwl 5 00l
5 o b onl 5l s sl s ) el (s 8 - A slaolela
b glacsla s slml Sl ey S ol Pl plla 1 s ISH S 50
6 3y e sl sl )l SO Yl e oS s eslr 5 A 68 g5l S ]
w Fl Rl Gl pss 53t oS (pl bl Vsl Il 5 sl 4 e
Sl 5 Lol 3,5 Gy gble s a5 el ol 0028 b & Jos
by ot 5 SR JLs 4 Sl )l eaes 5 3pde e S5
O plomil e A DTG Loms) ol Mol ol 4o 53 o Sl
looly ook 5l 5528 PY 51 i stiasdlasl 5 Mol se ol (51 pul cpl 45 S
b L oyl el Ol OF 1S ol (BL3l IS ple 5 (Soa b -l
@S Iy oy 5 Ao S e sgie 53 51 Kl ul O oS S8 OB o 3 e
Sessbear 3ls olal OF los day a4 o35 5 s Any 4 ol S Ol
il 03l 5 ol gl o3l (golamil s e 635 5 p Jetie ol el 5 A eSS
.g:m\(..iﬁquﬁo} b
Slal gl eyl o3l bl Sl b Sl e ol SBs ol ey
arn g s Ay Glp @YU Dlee b b Sl Gl pl 5 cl i (gl OIS
ol S ol S s & 5 S 4w oplly 5 5 dale eslind (gsla|
w0l &b 5l Lol 5 655 Shml ety = 85 Sl s 131 Ll s

5 ol 5 e O b 5l wlde sbys 4 el e 38



AN \f'f;}t‘.‘m‘j}ﬁgLJ}‘oJLo.inQCJDA)}b

Gy S e oy 2o o s o 5 S bl b )l ue sl
S Sl e ool e Ly a1 Ll g el G50 s
5 o I3 1y Sy Ll atlate 3 scn 55150 S5l 51 LSS ol oS
S Ll ol S Ol5 e oS 1l el lge 5l il LISl OT G aS
Syl JRalS - slasl gl 55 Conl s Sl oS dlSe
3 o) Sl e G s e CaaS bis Colgs s L5aS
(APA-45F ATV S
—galasl slal 3 o sl 5 A a8 (g3l ul &S 5 S a0l e sscn!
O i onl 5hod S Jh s oedlils s lolsn Ol5n b el 5 (ol
s (5l (g3laBl dny 3 eslr 5 A eS Gl &Sl s L oS
S ea OF e 3bal anm s (il 5 o (3Ll adulih (Shs0 4 S 355 o0
L Oler 0SUSS bl 5 gbla s O sl as,e 5 Slads 5 VS 5 013l A5 el
Sl IS Gosee il 8 Gl Ol ulpls el wals 13 K s s
5 Simmn plazxrl by @ psuge 5538 ool da g il 55 6l e sladl
2 dalg o5l ul SIS s 5 e ooladl oyus sl
Sl llebe 8 5 S 0l Hsbepl 1y 5l mal ol 5l e SBlaal Ol 55 o ol By

SE Gosb S A Sl e 5 ledlaie galatl ol Ses ens )

5 P i Ol LS o 035 oLl (6l anw s (sloedsp o iy Y

oor el

Sl Ol & 55 0 sl slaysiS Gk Sl ety el G el Y

58 Jols 1) 635 0 bl 5 wlossls 5 Loyl oo Sua bl ule b o

G le s glaslayl 3 asle Ll 4S5l @ x5 L S Ol5 0 0l ol

Solsle U Bl 5 LSO slaels 5 Ll (550 0 —s3al slans o

M\f- )‘ﬁ_)ts_)fﬁn.} DL b )&"‘MJM d’."j'b )‘ b gfﬂj;ﬁ'&'}dﬂjb



Sb o JUs @ Sl s il w53 e S S 015 e pl Rl 0l
Shlie 53 555 355 Ll b g dalpt L3 5 oslasl gla il cpl 035
S Olpeas oslr 5 Ly 08 SISl 4 Ll B s (L0550 1 5l cpl (65 52
ol Sz plol an g 5 wile 3 i gl (Siaes 5 a3l b 5351

S 4SS aden 31 e DS sy 2 oS

43‘:.0)3\5 :déJ‘,ﬁ 4.\“.&6 ¥

03,5 Wy (o 5588 Gl e B Dl s (Sl 85 Candge sl ladle o
Coslsl S b b olall wnyg 5 OlS GpiS ) Ly e
5 alole i aanlyn el badle 53 Wl el osls 55 555 Kol
SIS 5 o oolal ol o 5 5SSl Pl el 53 S 155
Ulpea Kl st VUl gl 2alS 5 5 5l Gler SWolae > 2t
ol SIS 5 SRl 3 S5 by o s e Mallim s S el
Lix Cgxr o ¥l a5 aleyslr Gla,pis Lo ol 4 5iS
4 e fed O ) 5588 Gl B (g fege ol andls Llad o il b
Bl 55 S ol olasl il cpl el dls adlie ol (655 sl
Gl b s Glaslsn 4 bg e glaslsyl 3 5 s 1S —wbejw slacis b
Sl siS SN L g 03s] Ced 4 g 5 o glaoS s
o ey gl
St e 5 SASAN ladisy adlate pl s e w8l Sl s se e
JiS 5 wleysls laysiS b LS Sliswes o adlate ahes 3l o Gblee
Syl adlane JIKoly Ol S 00 G b S5l s Sl la a5
Slhal Gis ) ghieay bt 5 Aot coul 5 Ol bis g o )08 ol o
o SO sl s Il glaaia kil s 5 g5 5l S a5 2 SOl



Yov \f'f;}t‘.‘m‘j}ﬁgLJ}‘oJLo.inQCJDA)}b

gy Ll o oY 1) Wl sl adlene GlaysiS L (Sap y oSen ot 5iS
Mallipm o ,e 53 555 Sod8 Gand 5 e o 5o el gladle s S
Sop gl By b ey Olgea Wleyslr e flll 5 ey
03 SoN RlBl Gl S pl AW X e ol L3 5 plS pl a5 e
bl Gl odd a5 4wy Or S 52S 5 oy Ol A5 bl Sluain s ailis 51
Blos 4 By 1 losslt 5o 555 jpim Jil 68 55 ol a23ls aw 535
oo plesl 5 olm i oS IS b Sl eslinal L 0T 51 S 5 03,8 Ly e (3Ll
S e by b ol b B3 pms s 65l al s by 4aS

S a5l bl adlais (gla ;508 53 358 sbml 5 (63l Ll sy 55l 3
adlaia cpl 53 sy Sl e kel Glaal 51 Ks (S At Obleges 03,55
el Gl gim 3 01 b 5 wbeysls Splaalsl S psler s o
aibe ol ol asla r—“‘ﬁdlﬂ'«-‘;r-:‘ﬁ;;:’; 03380595 sy Sl |y auey (pr
G5 SOl 1blE S Olgsas o Cundse DlslE (6551 mle 2l s«
= S B ool 5o e bl 5 B0 4 a5 Olpsa adkn pl Jlezs]
3 s OL s 5o 3 el oS S e (Gls s sl el Sl sl ol
25 a5l Gb OIS s 1 2l



S 6‘,»)\5 Cowlaw y3 r—“:'l::;l{}“ 5 YOA

— China-Central-West Asia Economic Corridor
Chi i E ic Corridor
— Maritime Silk Road

Blioygls )3 pbd 9 (Faed Ghdw 93 )3 dly= i peS Sl 2] Al

wS o by S ol Gl onus S S5L gl ol s b
Sl Olale x5 Gob 5l e Sl 3Ll 5 5ES ) S sgear )
el Gler av e 53 LS ol wibe S el lialy s Helen el o
Gladle 55 5528 pl (2ol Conlow il o 3 SH5 Olsea 35 ol m iy oS K
sl ya lassl ol 53 el B S USS e l G ol e
ol S i s el N sls o35 ol 534S (5 e il S 58 A
VP=VO AYAT (G g g0) 3505 555 sy 50 Db gun & (e 5508 pliws 5 2 b
oy Slp e Dok w5l s ila sl 3 IS ) OSSLES
2338 ladle b 5528 pl (68 Couds Wy s o30ls adlaie cnl 53 0538050,
Sl oledd b gl s blow 50 Osmmer e s e 0L
DS ol Sl osger ety S 4 by 5ES ol kel oo G S5l
bl s el rUéj 05 S olle i 5k Sl (e e g3l



Yo \f'f;}t‘.‘m‘j}ﬁgLJ}‘oJLo.inQCJDA)}b

Olgsar 55 olm oS JSal ool Sl a3 5538 nl Wl Sl ol
ol G ol 5e el gladle 5o 58S pl (ol cles Sl 5SS
S s al 5 S8 @ alanl g il st ol s o mﬁJ&;w
© o oS s 5 bl S GRS 0 e S 13 035 nl 53 &S

ol s Jais e Sb s

lay s 3 o pilie ¥
sk opl 550 mle 4 by e Slayslt o o sBle g o S 185 -
ol 1y 54l ctﬂ a5k HeaS pl eoladl ul; el Gt"" gl e 3L
Sl 0331 (o S oS al ol b 51 S wliay sl YA LT I e s
Bl Dy o gme e 5 Do)l Sl ez (Garver & Alterman,2008:8)
SLobL 528 ) (Sl sl 53 S30lS 4 e wlaysls 51 o (6551

.(International Energy Agency, 2008:105) ol ol wils 5l (55 Sl
GOA Gl 4 o (Kals @opme e Sl 3wl sl O,
ol Gl @ e (Saly oprie &S das e Ol Lol s sy sl
JS 5l asss YV LSl 5 do s ¥F olattl b (65 smm Ol o ol 03 50 ailate
53 Y8 Jle s by sl glay 528 Ole 53 355 (6550 Slasbb & ppr (Sals
G Yo Jle 5l o smm Ol o 588 a8 sl cl b il 13 e 55 5 ol oSl
Ll ol a3l obattl 355 4 1 e 6550 DB Sl s s eslnd S0l &
oS M o s cl o S 4t ) Game e w3dS Jle e b Gl )5S
Laslel S ghay il 6303 s 311 e 6550 515G 53 3555 s 31 25 O
S5 L ) 3 e G103 LS s Ol 538 s das e 0L

.Jj‘abjsvlabdzwtﬂquﬂcﬁ



‘ﬁf}b@@))&ﬁ&f}; Y‘?’

O slaslsl 3 (e s xS 8wl w5 s el 5 2uS-
53 Ll ot plail (531 Slact b5 055 0> (Sl o s bs e bl
GOHS Gl s SMazs 5SSl 5 &5 Jam 055 3 Wl 513l pm p 2 45 e
2 basle s anng @ 3L GLlBl 5 Gleysl 5 Comes Al Ll ol
el 03 SIS 30wt cl 5 o il Dl ) Sladle

ozl ol s Gla i 3 el oS S8l L (ISl pl e
Sy el o3lr Gsdeo 5 asl JlB L oalely deeslr dayan s L
et S ga al 1y oS ol il e el ol 5 518 e e
S wleslr Gla i8S s s Kssed Osdee o Sl R LAIS b
.(Ehteshami & Horesh,2017:13) .S e

el &l sl Gl 505 (ol S0 S S S 0558 ol k|
s e IS8 A8 dalgs |y abes s s e salasl Llss e (S5 cZolgse
Bloysls 55 wBly r LS 5 (5184l Ole dix 8 s s DL la Ll
Comarr momad Cowl 03 g e Soglite gadle ;5 Ol cpl Lol ol atils Wi,
Sars o o S 3l Zob s e eS8 Bl sl Sol o 0L
o dge p ppr B Sl ol gl s wlasls LS el 4l e S
Sl b w0508 5o alew bl 5 oadkn ol SOl 1 sl
SO GO e WU I P WP N - SP S AL PT A
w5 e OO 51 ool e 2505 o3l LsiS pl el Cands

ol L

43‘.30)3\5- L] O.;.‘{- 6L¢dﬂle- f—"
M‘j}y Lf:.%lig:,\.w.b aalais B T st.i L;’;)Lbd JJ\A u<.: w‘fl.«.’ ol 03 g s



\g \f'f;}t‘.‘m‘j}ﬁgLJ}‘oJLo.inQCJDA)}b

@bl Glaal 5 i ol e S e R R e R S
Fergan ) s> daly= 2als 1) adkie 55 sewss 5 5 Sladl e ool oo 555
.(and Kelemaen,2020:9

Sl 5 Solados 5 golasl Glual 5 i el o &S CaS 015 e
5 ol glednl 3se 53 Wlgn OF dhewsa U sl 4 S Ja s dilaie s
ailain 53 35 Sl 5 Jlo Sladely dilgz e B S Jis ¢ 1y b 58
Ll BBl 1y

S Gl 5 e, 5iS IS 5 gmes 53 s 5 ade oibe i V) 51
ST gz b dims (228 15 595 gt b glaslons] Wilsn O alesa oS
Loy siS opl dien s 5 Slaos S sl Ll oRaly adlaie glajsiS &
or 5 13,8 s Sop glas s wile sl L3 15 oL sl 5 el Sl
St e K150 S5y Byl e ol 85,5 e 1y Jand s o
Sl lele of el ss oS 150 Mg okl 5 i gl Jle
Yoogph o aikaie O3 by o 5 ol adkeie 3 b ool slaes S s )
Oske s dor 4y adlate (gla, 38 51 (A pade lasled 5 (Sl 42
g 3 g WO b Olalliias Cosllas Coad o TS 0SS
5 Cmloag Ay w0 ) Sleyslt gy siS 5 e Jauly, oS S8 Olg e opl pl
s addaie 53 el 5 OISl 5 Ow S S S e Salens
e bl s s bl sy gslall slaaiar G 4 ol pl il js a8 ol sl
CBl gl e 45 deed sbenl OlF e alaly 38 dal g e el i
Ol s bpslte 6,500 = cnl 03 5 ol 252 (golatdl 5 (ol ol se S
S 5iS ar s g p Slodas G Sl s Slaes S S |5 S e LS

.b)\.lggfaﬁj&l.:ﬁ)_glﬁ-



Sl ) Gl llele S sy el g e U o e s addate s
0555 ol Mol DS o5 5 AT L oS o (Sl 5 o Y.l Gla0l
250 g 4l

Dobe ik 55 el IS 5 038 adee Sl e Sl U Dl (nl e
R
o Sl DU 5 Caslie mhae Y wilie 53 e SRl gl )
SIS Gl jr o oS Jomo S X oal 3z 4 a0l ol IS0 Ol e
O P s a5 S Dles s ol W, SUAS WS 4 ) s
O Ry b Sl Ay OF oS el 03 S LT 1 ags b e Sen
o3V SIS el 5t STl (S e 5038 s o adlan
S dee apr o s 4 e FAS e Jls |y ol Sk sbl ol
O b 45 &S e |y wliopsbr adlaie 53 o VU (oIS e jon 5ty
gl e sl eas SlBl b o ailie 5 e il —slasl g Kes
5 ol Sl an pss 5 adkne L3 O Gladis 5 o oGS
1 1 rme Sl 5 S8 (8l S e e (530580 e S50 55
.(kelemaen and Fergani,2020:3) .S =

S g oop Al s S > JaS U 4wl glacd s 000l
ol Gk ol el e p A5 S A s e SRbSS 0 b
S 34d e e oS laminl G LS e &S S5 S amd Olg e sl
S 0usls sl 5l |y aie glacdos L1 golabl — sl slas,Kan
oor o Sn Vs 10l oo | s slag s 4 S8 5 wilate 3 e s o
sl 5 o glaas 5 s Ll e Ol alwgas a5 ccdls adas s
bl 3l eslial Jis 4 b5 5 dbm o 3 5 33l S 511 OF & axels

Fergani and ) &xes Olaal s o ¢l eld o085, 5 Jhses



Yoy \f'f;}t‘.‘m‘j}ﬁgLJ}‘oJLo.inQCJDA)}b

S le o Olg oo 1y allaie )5 (x> ol s # (Kelemaen,2020:4
OF Gk &5 55 bl e sladlaie oo S sbl 5 3ty Slp Shpe A
S |y adlle )3 05 jpd Ml B odas e RN s oISl
S JUs | adlie gla ) 5i8' L sl - (ool glag e 5 S

ol adleie 55 sl g (golaBl shile ((glaid sbl Jlis & o ol ol
S Gk ales s dms S L e ool 4 Ol Of abse U
Ol IVl oS 23,8 e O 5 e Pl il and, ol Ol slae
Loy s o Siolsdl 1y aalate 55 ellad lag Sy a0 e Llg o o oy l8
23 oL Jalas i OLSGl 4 S (galaml (gLl e Sl LS h Oe3n By sacd s
By dalet 8, gla ;8 5 s ol Gl @L@zcly

Aalg 5 glaaal s 4 Oy JLis 4 o A3 S5 85 Jsol Gb cnl ol
2
1 3l (IS ale o &5 in s 355 sl Jlis & i OLNS il )
Yl Jome o B s Sl e ey &S S sl adkaie 3
550 X O s et o s ol il sdalin ulad ol (slags sk
woars ¥ oadke glayis sl Ole en sbml skl o b
G A Dlalesl (Ll 4 Cod ailae g3 0 S8 s s 5 sladke b S
AL Sl w3 e g o] (gl Ll S e aS
g el el Ol ke Sl (S S s 45 8 S D Ol e onl
Oy 5 cpor oy ol 3 pwlal 2B 45 ¢S o 4oy Ol e &S
.(Feryani and Kelemaen,2020:10) &S o (5L 4l sl adkaia s ol
e oy ol Jol S glaakie | oMt 5 goleadl - ol U -
© Bleyslt GbaysiS o bl boosole 5 Spy 5 o Sadslte adas o
CdS 015 o Hiles gy Ol Sancews OT b Sk 535 5 sl 5 Sa)b bl



o b o Sl o r....:.l._:.?lff Iy voF

Ly 4 g booS dale spdee |y 558l Wleslt o e sl &S
el oz a5 LSt sddie ol Ol e Sl (ks e (s0Lal
st Sl g b Ol Al i e adlaie 53 0 S 31 e &S
Gk alen 1) 5 5 38K i 3 2 el 5 Dlemiad ade o5k
Loy ool lailsy 3 L smelpbe ol Spes Jol a2y &S B bs s i
Loy o Gl oS aw G lnls 000 e 4 ) Slapsls laysls
S, b wslite 5 dle sl glaysis sl slazel LB S0 S Olpsay
S LS sl dilaie 53 JFIG &S Lyl gy b o K b s o8 Sy
s 357 Sy U gl b o o 3 355 g o5 o83 gl e 35 ban g
FoS Gk Olgear | o dilin 53 e (Saly oS slexel LB S
(Kaichen,2020) LS, 5 4 ol 5 Sl

S Sl s 5 bl 22 s el Slaser AL DL @ e il
35 eolednd 4t 3,505 s s bl e alba las s dese
4 ol byl lacdss S8 51 e Sy Jpnlh el dle sl adle o
Klosls slacdss 5555 0 Cand b fn 5 LIS a3 e slac b
Ble sl LOT 5148 das pads byl by 528 4 b cplply 63015 55
Hedlo ol 3 o (6 S5k (SKsSsr 5l sl e 4 b LS o (6l o e 555
S s Sesly gl 5 05 pledis b Clexr 03 e rlpl taly
Wlaysl a5 Gl g 50 Gy Cesles Odeagd Sl g Sl oo
g dal g

5 Ol ol o8 Glais, 4 Cud i s & S s
L S 035 Jas bl L olSs ol sls galial slag >3 5 358 055>
ade )3 ) e b Sl 5 CBlis g o gs dla sl gl sls
Al S 5 dalt sdos o baoplllal ol L= bl by tcnl il



Yed \f'f;}t‘.‘m‘j}ﬁgLJ}‘oJLo.inQCJDA)}b

S s dalst sdons e ool das SRl L Sler e s st Syl
Glacli, JUis a5 s LI s 5o 55 s e 5 Culd) 5 g
Sl ol Sl eslinal b oS sy dalpin byl s edmmecVUI L Sy 555
o e plal Wl s b s (el mle S s Ll Sol Ll
Sy K03 Gl a5 wils LA 5 pedtes a5 45 S35 wn Ol
Gby sl AN s 1 Loyl asbsl b oset ,Ken Y| o S o 5m
Glatd altes 5 e 5 s 5 o (adandd = LSl l sla 1S s Lt 05 S
b Sl eslial b S 0 Ol il S dals B Ol
Sl mlo Gl S Slapsl Gla)siS e 4 SS o5 4 @ISl

LS Ml s (6 i Sdslus slaiks

e plor

SO LB S 0n ehsa el Glaass g G ) sper o el
Wadie )bt Conlow 51 by (63,055 et 51O m 5ed 540 055 — iy S
b sl 03 OIS oo 1) i (pla)ls o pmaly 5 e )l Cols S
s S > s Al 0T aST S 6 Sps 08 b ks e g
Sl Bl sl 5l See 5 Sl ple n JaS Ll golasl sl
Sh ol s a4 bl adeie Ole pl 5y ol Sk 55 L8 i)
S Jb o glad emman 5 i SFlael sl Caxdae (551 e mle

NGIVM YN W YN Sl el ol eAds Glaal 6& 4 golal 5wl
bl 5 oy e (855 glacsle s o ke gl S ub ,w b e
ol Clal Leia (a8 g gacS pd pasS L 5wl st sba sl o

4 Olejen 4l S o JLs 1 Slislo S 5 @51 ML el dile



o b o Sl o r....:.l._:.?lff Iy vss

Shas o, — 2m Calew .l aden ol s 55 O3l aal 3580 Aul8l JLis
sy @Bla0d s e ke el 5 Ay S Gl ol el Olgea G (s
Sodsl o p o e Bl el 0T 5o S il il e g e sl
] pds ngil.s

A Sl o3 S G bl ool Sl S b e SR S
das & s 3l g g, Sl sl 5 Sdsll e KL K
G el s il gy w5 el U B ol s JJcall
e 3,8l ol WS Sadbge oly e g e (Al Olgen o 315 S
g o

ol 2 whepsl g ol el G U5 e b
e Ol 53 oS cdl okl Blie (Saals o5 sl Js 4 ekl e
P3USKE 3 s B o @bl Dol o s 65 Sl el e
Sdda bl el 1 ik ax STy ) LS Lyl Oler 5 adlaie sdu] L 4
I Ml des OS50 Kes STy 5 ekl Skl N b e

Sl el

References

Bruhl, V. (2025). The Economic Rise of China-an Analysis of China’s
Growth Drivers, International Economics and Economic Policy, 22(16),
2-49.

Can, M; Kaplan, H. (2020). Transatlantic partnership on artificial
intelligence: Realities, perceptions and future implications, Global
Affairs, 6(4-5), 537-557.

Christie, Q. Soknes, J. Jo, J. T, G. (2023). The US way or Huawei? An
analysis of the position- ing of secondary states in the US—China rivalry,
Journal of Chinese Political Science, 29. 77-108.



Yoy \?'?Qtwﬁj}ﬁl.;(d}‘ﬁ)b—iﬂ&(})é)})

Crawford, T. W. (2011). Preventing Enemy Coalitions: How Wedge
Strategies Shape Power Politics, International Security, 35(4), 155-1809.
Crawford, T. W. (2021). Arms Control as Wedge Strategy How Arms

Limitation Deels Divide Alliances, International Security, 46(2). 91-129.

Crawford, T. W. (2021). The Power to Divide: Wedge Strategies in Great
Power Competition, Cornell University Press. 1-306.

Elbacher, L; Schmalz, S. (2023). Chinese Perspectives on the US-China
Rivalry: navigating Geo-economic and Technological Tensions in a New
era of Global Statism, Critical Policy Studies, 17(2), 337-345.

Emmers, R; Jones, C. (2025). Evaluating the Prospects For US-Southeast
Asia Relations Under the Second Trump Adminstration, Asian Survey,
65(4-5), 702-727.

Feigenbaum, E. A; lan, C. Ja; Noor, E. (2024). China Through a Southeast
Asian Lens, Carnegie, 1-43.

Huang, Y. (2020). An Interdependence Theory of Wedge Strategies, The
Chinese Journal of International Politics, 13(2), 253-286.

Hyun, J. T; Lee, J. (2005). China’s Rise and Impact on the East Asian
Economy. International Logistics and Trade, 3(2), 15-33.

Izumikawa, Y. (2013). To Coerce or Reward? Theorizing Wedge Strategies
in Alliance Politics, Security Studies, 22(3), 441-473.

Karim, E; Rong, L. (2025). The Rise of Chinese Soft Power: Culture,
Diplomacy, and International Perceptions, Advance Social Science
Archive Journal, 3(1), 1244-1269.

Li, M. (2025). Introduction To the Special Issue: Changing Dynamics in
Southeast Asia-China Relations, International Journal of Asian Studies,
22(1), 1-4.

Lijun, Sh. (2025). China in Southeast Asia: the Limits of Power, Asia-
Pacific Journal, 4(8), 1-11.

Lim, D. J; Ikenberry, J. G. (2023). China and the Logic of Illiberal
Hegemon, Security Studies, 32(1), 1-31.

Liu, R. (2023). Reinforcing Wedging: Asssessing China's Southeast Asia
Policy in the Context of Indo-Pacific Strategy, The China Review, 23(1),
277-306.

Liu, H, Yao, Ch. (2025). From Infrastructure Space to Network Power:
Chinese Cross-border Collaborative Special Economic Zone in Southeast
Asia, Asia Europe Journal. DOI:10.1007/s10308-025-00738-z.

Marukawa, T. (2021). Dependence and Competition: Trade Relationship
Between Asian Countries and China, East Asia Studies, 10(2), 246-261.

Mirza, M.N; Abbas. H; Nizamani. M. Q. (2020). Evaluating China’s Soft
Power Discourse: Assumptious, Strategies, and Objectives, Global
Strategic & Security Studies Review, 5(4), 40-50.


http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10308-025-00738-z

Papageorgiou, M; Can, M; Vieira, A. (2024). China as a Threat and
Balancing Behavior in the Realm of Emerging Technologies, Chinese
Political Science Review, 9, 441-482.

Roland, G. (2021). China’s Rise and it’s Implications forInternational
Relations and Northeast Asia, Asia and the Global Economy, 1(2), 1-9.
Sazmand, B; Mohammadi, R. (2024). ASEAN and the competition between
China and the United States of America in Southeast Asia, Politics and

International Relation, 7(13), 113-147. [In Persian].

Shambaugh, D. L. (2020). China and the World. Oxford University Press, 1-
376.

Shawamreh, R. (2025). China’s Soft Power (non) Expansion in the MENA
Region, Cogent Social Sciences, 11(1), 1-18.

Simon, L, Kim, T. (2025). Levels of division: How Wedge Strategies Shape
International and Domestic Politics, Contemporary Security Policy, 1-30.

Ting. L, Alex. Y; Katada, S. (2023). Manufacturing Consensus: China's
Strateg Narratives and Geoeconomic Competition in Asia, European
Journal of Internation Relations, 30(3),
https://doi.org/10.1177/13540661231219090.

Wu, L. (2025). China's Role Conflict in Norm Contestations: economic
Securi anti-de-risking, and Dual Circulation Strategy, International
Politics, https://doi:10.1057/s41311-025-00681-1.

Zhang, F. (2020). China’s March at Sea: Explaining Beijing’s South China
Sea Strategy; 2009-2016, Taylor & Francis, 33(5). 757-787.


https://doi.org/10.1177/13540661231219090
https://doi:10.1057/s41311-025-00681-1

