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Abstract

Introduction

After the events of September 11, 2001, the Asia region became the focal
point of international efforts to combat terrorism and enhance security.
However, regional approaches to this issue face challenges such as the
diversity and complexity of terrorist threats. While the efforts of Asian
countries through regional institutions and the adoption of various
documents have been effective, they have not fully mitigated threats from
groups such as ISIS and Al-Qaeda. Furthermore, the increasing use of
advanced technologies by terrorist groups has further complicated these
threats. On the other hand, counterterrorism actions in some Asian countries
are constrained by legal and human rights limitations, making the fight
against terrorism more difficult.

Method

This study, using an analytical-descriptive method and based on document
analysis, explores the responses of Asian institutions to terrorist threats
within the framework of regionalism. The challenges and actions of Asian
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countries are assessed, and the impact of regional documents and their
limitations in combating terrorism is examined. The main objective of this
study is to analyze the performance of Asian institutions and the challenges
they face in addressing transnational threats.

Findings

Regionalism in security matters, particularly in combating terrorism, has
become one of the key issues in recent years. The United Nations has urged
regional institutions to play a more active role in the fight against terrorism.
Regional treaties and agreements are typically crafted based on the
geographic, cultural, and religious characteristics of the member states. The
relationship between regional law and international law is complex, and in
some cases, national regulations can influence regional regulations. In
instances where international law is underdeveloped, regional law can be
effective in filling these gaps.

Asian countries have made significant contributions by introducing
updated definitions and international regulations regarding the fight against
terrorism. In this regard, intelligence and security cooperation has been
recognized as one of the most effective tools to combat terrorist threats.
Asian regional organizations such as the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO), ASEAN, and the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), despite
geopolitical and religious challenges, have worked to facilitate the fight
against terrorism through regional approaches.

Therefore, one of the most important solutions in the fight against
terrorism is to strengthen intelligence and security cooperation among Asian
countries. These countries must effectively exchange information related to
terrorist threats through regional mechanisms. Additionally, the
establishment of common conventions and strengthening judicial
cooperation can reduce legal gaps between different countries. Strengthening
diplomacy and international dialogues can also improve political and cultural
relations among various nations.

Nevertheless, to effectively and comprehensively combat terrorism,
regional organizations and their member states need to provide a coordinated
and inclusive response. Establishing cooperation structures for intelligence
sharing, aligning anti-terrorism laws, and strengthening regional diplomacy
could reduce terrorist threats and enhance regional security.

Conclusion

One of the main challenges in the fight against terrorism is the lack of a
common definition and international consensus regarding the criminalization
of terrorism. Transnational criminal cooperation in combating terrorism,



Volume 3, Issue 1, Spring 2026 3

especially in the Asian region, faces challenges such as a lack of
coordination in intelligence and judicial matters. These challenges lead to the
emergence of double standards and failures in effectively addressing terrorist
threats. Although regional organizations such as the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization, ASEAN, and the Organization of Islamic Cooperation have
made progress in this area, there is still a need to strengthen operational and
intelligence cooperation. Enhancing these collaborations and developing
regional diplomacy could contribute to improving security and effectively
combating terrorism in the region.

Keywords: Terrorism, regional security, regionalism, strengthening
cooperation, Asia.
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3. Including those of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC), the League of Arab States, the Organization of the Islamic Conference
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different legal sense, in the European Union.

4. Not all organizations are ‘regional arrangements’ under the UN Charter, art 52(1).
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1. https://www.refworld.org/docid/47fdfb290.html
2.https://read.un-ilibrary.org/international-law-and-justice/international-instruments-
related-to-the-prevention-and-suppression-of-international-terrorism_652e7898-en
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1. 2002 APEC Leaders’ Statement on Fighting Terrorism and Promoting Growth,

Mexico, 26 October 2002. See also Chair Statement at the Meeting of APEC
Ministers Responsible for Trade, Korea, 2-3 June 2005; 12th APEC Economic
Leaders’ Meeting, Santiago Declaration: ‘One Community, Our Future’, Chile, 20-
21 November 2004; 16th APEC Ministerial Meeting, Chile, 17-18 November 2004.
2. Counter-Terrorism Task Force, Chair’s Summary Report, Chile, 1 October 2004.
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1. “Convention of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization against Terrorism,” SCO,
June 16, 2009, p. 1, http://eng.sectsco.org/documents/

2. Agreement on the procedure for Organizing and Conducting Joint Anti-Terrorist
Measures in the Territories of the States Members of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization, 2006

3. Agreement on the Procedure for Organizing and Conducting Joint Counter-
Terrorism Exercises by Shanghai Cooperation Organization Member States, 2008

4. The Agreement on Cooperation Among the Governments of the Member States of
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization on Combating Illegal Circulation of
Weapons, Ammunition and Explosives, 2008
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1. Agreement on the Training of Personnel for Anti-Terrorist Units of the Member
States of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, 2009

2. Programme of Cooperation among the SCO Member States in Combating
Terrorism, Separatism and Extremism 20102012, June 16, 2009

3. Convention of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization on Combating Extremism,
2017

4. “Bishkek Declaration of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization’s Heads of State
Council,” SCO, June 14, 2019, p. 3, http://eng.sectsco.org/documents/
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