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Abstract

Introduction

The passage of time has created theoretical and empirical challenges for the
developmental State. As the classical model of the second half of the
twentieth century was unable to continue explaining development in the
digital and technological era, this concept must adapt itself to the
requirements of the digital and technological era. This is where the new
model of the developmental State, namely the smart developmental State
formulated by J. J. Woo, comes into play

Method

The present study attempts to examine the why and how of the theoretical
and empirical transformation in the developmental State using an analytical
method and qualitative data obtained through library research.
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Findings

The developmental state was born of the East Asian miracle in the 1970s to
1990s, and theoretical studies often focused on the strengths of this model,
but this classic model also suffered theoretical turmoil in the face of practical
crises. That is, the effects of objective and real experience on the theory of
two epistemological crises have beset the classical model of the
developmental state: 1- The emergence of the non-Asian developmental
state; 2- Theoretical weaknesses and limitations. Financial crises such as the
East Asian crisis of 1997 and the global crisis of 2008, the digitalization of
the economy, neoliberal globalization, and the like challenged the strength of
interventionism and the ability to solve the crisis by the classical model of
the developmental state, and it became clear that these governments were not
able to solve the East Asian crisis as was thought.

The findings of the present study show that developmental elites,
governance organization, relative independence of the government, weak
civil society, management of private sector interests, and functional
legitimacy are elements of the classical model that are combined with
digitalism and technology in the smart model. The classical developmental
State has undergone transformation in the face of theoretical and empirical
challenges as well as digitalism and technology, and has distanced itself
from the classical model and adapted itself to digitalism and technology. The
Hong Kong government, as an example that almost has the elements and
characteristics of the classical developmental government, has transitioned
towards the J. J. Woo’s smart developmental State model by implementing
smart city projects and digitalizing the economy and financial markets, and
the effects that these policies have had on the government and society. In the
face of the 1997 Asian financial crisis and the 2008 global crisis, as well as
economic digitalization and the new generation of technologies in the 21st
century, the classical developmental State of Hong Kong, with the guidance
and role of the executive government, was able to adopt and implement the
grand smart city plan, which has led to changes in the characteristics of the
classical model.

Conclusion

In the face of theoretical challenges and practical crises arising from
liberalization, digitalism, and technology, the developmental state underwent
changes and developments and transitioned to a smart developmental state.
J. J. Woo attributes the features of such a state to the features of Leftwich's
developmental state, which have taken on the color and flavor of technology
and digitalism. The smart developmental state is not a completely separate
version of the classical model. Rather, it is an updated version of it. Hong
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Kong's classical developmental state, faced with the 1997 Asian financial
crisis and the 2008 global crisis, as well as economic digitalism and the new
generation of technologies in the 21Ist century, was able to adopt and
implement the grand plan of the smart city with the guidance and role of the
executive government, which has caused changes in the features of the
classical model. Elements of the smart developmental state in Hong Kong,
which we see maintaining the features considered by Leftwich with
intelligent and technological elements.

Keywords: Hong Kong, developmental State, Smartization, smart city,
smart developmental State.
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6. New Public Management
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