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Abstract
Introduction

With the end of the Mao era and the beginning of Deng Xiaoping’s reforms,
China gradually expanded its economic presence in West Asia. Through the
strategy of “hiding capabilities and biding time”, Deng sought to lay the
foundations for China’s long-term influence without becoming entangled in
political tensions. This trajectory continued under Jiang Zemin and Hu Jintao
and eventually, during the Xi Jinping era, contributed to the emergence of a
strategy of “strategic balancing”. Within this framework, China faces a
complex situation in the Tehran—Beijing—Tel Aviv triangle. On the one hand,
its strategic relations with Iran in the fields of energy and certain forms of
military cooperation have continued; on the other hand, its technological and
economic cooperation with Israel has also persisted. However, Operation

Please cite this article as:

Modarresi Yazdi, S.M.A., Vahdaninia, V., Partovi, M.T., Mousavi Shahidi, S.M (2026). The
Pattern of China’s Strategic Relations in the Middle East with Respect to Iran and Israel. Journal of
Regional Orders Studies, 3(1) 151-204.

" Corresponding author:  E-mail address: ModaresiYazdi@ut.ac.ir


https://ijas.shirazu.ac.ir/
https://doi.org/10.22099/ijas.2026.55586.1055
mailto:ModaresiYazdi@ut.ac.ir

The Pattern of China’s Strategic Relations in the Middle East ... 152

al-Agsa Storm and the subsequent 12-day war between Iran and Israel in
June 2025 placed this balance under pressure and raised a question in Israel
as to whether China still adheres to the model of strategic balancing or is
redefining Iran as a strategic partner in its competition with the United
States. Accordingly, the central question is whether, in light of recent
developments, China has altered its traditional strategy of strategic
balancing, or whether it remains within its previous framework and has
merely undertaken a tactical readjustment of its behaviour.The authors’
hypothesis is that, in the triangular relationship between China, Israel, and
Iran, Beijing’s previous strategic pattern of “cooperation—conflict” has
shifted after the October war towards a pattern of “conflict-relative
conflict”. Despite certain costs, this shift has created favourable
opportunities for China to increase its synergy with Iran and the Arab world
as major sources of energy.

Method

This study uses game theory, the Prisoner’s Dilemma model, and Gambit
software to analyse the mechanisms of conflict and cooperation among
actors under conditions of uncertainty. By scoring the data and calculating
Nash equilibria, both pure and mixed, strategic scenarios are simulated in
order to explain the consequences of decisions and the prevailing
behavioural patterns with greater precision.

Findings

Relations between China and Israel have historically rested on several
fundamental pillars, understanding which is essential for grasping the current
dynamics between these two actors. The first pillar concerns the historical
ties between Jewish communities and Chinese society. The second relates to
bilateral cooperation in advanced technologies and modernisation. China’s
perception of its historical vulnerability, together with its pursuit of a
strategy of survival and development under the “Made in China 2025
initiative, pushed Beijing towards using Israel’s capacities in research and
development and advanced technologies. This vital need prepared the
ground for the third pillar: the expansion of bilateral investment. The entry
of major Chinese companies into large-scale infrastructure projects,
alongside investment in the agricultural and start-up sectors, reflects this
connection. In continuation of this economic convergence, the fourth pillar
took shape through a significant increase in scientific and academic
cooperation, with the establishment of joint university campuses in China
and the creation of bilateral research funds among its important
achievements. However, Beijing’s broader strategy in the Middle East also
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includes other dimensions that reproduce its diplomacy in the form of a
“cooperation—conflict” policy. The fifth pillar of these relations is defined in
the shadow of China’s strategic cooperation with Iran. Finally, the sixth
pillar concerns the idea of supporting Palestine within the broader narrative
of the “Global South”. Public opinion data in the Arab world indicate that
this approach has enhanced China’s standing and paved the way for deeper
financial and energy relations with Arab states, enabling China to preserve
its technological ties with Israel while expanding its geopolitical influence
vis-a-vis the West.

Conclusion

After the events of 7 October, Israel’s perception of Beijing’s neutrality was
undermined, and despite China’s diplomatic efforts to preserve economic
relations, relations between the two sides began to cool. Analysis based on
game theory shows that although the “cooperation—cooperation” scenario is
the most desirable outcome for both sides, Israel’s structural dependence on
the United States and the shifting regional balance of power have compelled
China to revise its previous strategy. Consequently, by prioritising its
geoeconomic and strategic interests, Beijing has moved towards
strengthening and consolidating its relations with Iran, a development that is
pushing China—Israel relations towards a “conflict—conflict” situation.

Keywords: Israel, Cooperation and Conflict, Game Theory, China, Iran.
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Table 1. Revenue from Iran's crude oil and condensate exports and sales

nominal billion dollars
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EIA Estimate 2 $51  s11 $5 519 638 $42 543

Table 2. Crude oil and condensate exports from Iran, 2018-2024

thousand barrels per day

Data source 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Vortexa Estimate 2,014 704 370 846 992 1,327 1,483
Source: Vortexa Analytics tanker tracker (accessed March 2025).

(U.S. Energy Information Administration, Report on Iranian petroleum
and petroleum products exports, 2025: 2-3)

e b s Ll 5 b Sl e Ol a3 50 ieen

S YYY LB YOrs Jle 5losolle VI YAYE Jle s Vs solle 4.F4) s
G Yers Jlo 5laylhee OF 5 YYF o s Vs 3)lke Voo s ol L coleaSt
Ll S S 1y oIS le jee i 45 W05 13 play S Wl 3 YV
Y5 3Ll YXPA i Ol b 008 50 opl 4 Cd a8 LB ST L O



a A

— e

) | ll’ |
LJ/ )/ \,/‘Jy/ m’t’ _— J&-‘J/
./ "’ _
v T sl 5 Ol Ll 5wl sl 5o i 03l Jails; 6 S VAA

DY 3Ll YV 5 YoYY Jl s W sl ¥ SO g cdar Lo (93 5m Ol o
Conl ols ol st a4 |y gde WKL YOYY LoYOVE Jl
. (Ministry of Commerce of the People’s Republic of China, 2024)

ol 58 53 e OIS ey 2T 513 503

YO Gaubio 10nly [ Luwl @58 53 (6,135 aslo puw (5130 (V=)

1500000
1000000
500000
o
y4
0 Y
2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
= iran
israel
iraq
Saudi Arabia

Ministry of Commerce of the People’s Republic of China, Statistical bulletin of China’s
outward foreign direct investment in 2024

Glasld 4 s 53 S K5 S Gl il 4 Sl pl
b oLals) s g Lol anmy 5 SSJpS slagsosly iy
0> SeFlaal g 5 sy (JS el QWb on Sage 5SS Olpen 5 0L
Ol e & kailsy g5 (nl asdie B3 (551 5 ooladl (e (slaoj s
3 s b b Obsan 5 &S (ol e Olnl 550 mle 51U das
Aas GLIBH e ladlaie 358 Ol 4 55,8 G se aher il ellai Dl g
S| oDl 4 (SlsulKen Sy 5 Ol Sl s s 1 3 oKl
Al Wle Ol pl 4 S35 QB 8 Ul 2 el 8 sba Ol ) s Ol
JORINt A



w

— " B el o
Vo J//J,‘://J\/yaf
YAQ VFO Hles ed sl oslad cpgen o0 ) ’

e Bliss i Sl 658 e s 53 STV Sllas 3l e oS elands altee
—0l) Lol ey Sy o Sl el a3l cans S0 5 wila sl ailate s
So3m 53 e 53 gy g ol 3 el a3l Sl —
O30l sme s 53 65 il 4 Cond pe SLas 538 5 Sus) 5 (ekeed b
3 3y e ld ABT Olsie o La i i ol 5l (S sl sl bl 3505
Sl YY)l

Sl VY STA L el YA o5 03 AB8 Olye L pys onw o
sl o3 Jly 5 gL LS e (PSR) opaeds e i 5 sl sla Ja g5,
33 VAL Jals sl (61 ged Sl eslinal U jagsl e el 53 23S
By el ALS s S Ss adlan VY s | sbaslas JLS
b sas 3l Ll e s i a5l Sl edalcnsay slaesls sls plnil 3
sl 53 il adlan 53 3 wliss iy sl GRSl e sla BN
g e dglie UG LABS 5 ABT i i 5o

Hesle, 5 w1V Ko 3l S gladhn 5 Jadl e S5 Glac )dd oy g

K Jsb s o, b ol 5 Shas
2B S s Ul 535S A S gee o5l s QKJ;M'CWLT 51 ABB v i s
(S gmms Ol yo o Sh3 @S 5l sy Sole ARl ) Capme (M S
o3l> QLA Y Jlogad 53 &S ) sboles Ledowe VLI Culgiys 5 Wl 5 Ol ol ey
cAe 35 (ABT) o Jlu s o il 53 4 5508 St cnl 51528 2y o

LJ\..V‘GJ)-Z S e JZJ‘J,‘B‘ Jald )j,i;s )L€->: 4)}:;5 c«f UJ‘ QL:A )\ ..L’bj.s Y e

1. Arab Barometer



7

Tl 5 0l b ety 53 sl yslt 3 e (63,805 ks, S 19

il u,'.'..;‘ﬁ‘ )L:S,c‘ ¥ oJa;’LAQYQ‘ C.L.:‘.’jw 9 WQﬁ.ﬁ| )L:_SA‘ q o C.',.:JJN
.(Arab Barometer,2023: 6) -l

:

The
United
UK Iran Qatar States Russia Arabia China Turkey

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% B80% 90% 100%

messlho (sam B fopglhe = wolhols (g3 L/csglhoels BESTECIPIN LY

Ole )9S Cawgazmo Oljue ¥ 15905

Arab ) Saces L ol b 4 el 5 g glacale L S
.(Barometer,2023:10

T AB7
5 ABS
2
5 A 435 0% ;
58 AB7 249 42%
E
A Z Ass 39% 28% 27%
i AB7
LR
gg AB7
#  AB8
g ABg
= Ass
AB7 42%
5 .
ABg 33%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

#3945 55695 = Nilay wgls #agdh 5 hams ) 5k

23 oo (510948 U (150 1 b giubiuld Jolos ¥ 13905



w

v

!

o ‘,,‘
V) L:I,‘J/r V:V/JL/J/

Ya) VFe0 le el osled cp g o)

5 baadauds Ole s sdmeVUI 51 Colex cdas o 0L o lai (glaasily
030 o (2 ye8 SIS 53 i pl 5l e 5 Bl RS o Ol L3 IS sk
e oS O s el | wm;vsg;w STV Sl e o 350 bl 5 ol
I Fombe adlie cal Gl p g gl Lol e 5y il e @
)l LSRG PEL IS TR PRE VIO PR PR R el sl
@ e il S epledS sll e sead Gl andl s Olidanl B gi> 5l Colas
Sleoye Ol (LS O3 e (i 55528 7y 53 STV SH ey oSisw (e
s oo VLT U aslie 53 o ye ages SUSGI &S das s OLES 5 e3 5 3,L (ST,
o Cand (a8 S I3 AB s il 1 boasad s Colex bl o4 &)
. (Arab Barometer, 2024) . 15 s jsbas oS s o sail

e O y9lwe

TO,10 Lok Adikiio 3O Cuiol LAl T 10 1) Cuvlaw (99 i@ yoiS plas

Lebanon Mauritania Maorocco

00T 9 0a% 4 G 035 7 oho (5L )9S 3,505 :0 Jl3ges
(Arab Barometer, 2024)
LPJL)D‘DJW‘)JF@}AGJL! |)‘wc.)\53l>u|d)‘y&4|ﬂ|bb‘)‘)
Sl S Gmn st o3 5 Ll Sl e S Srgure Slblil



g
ey LI e
\‘/ i), "‘;_/ »A,/ //./4/91‘/
- —r’ >
- Jtoel 5 01l b bty 53 Gl sl 55 (63 805 dail gy (X \ay

S s s ekl 3 5o b pchdd Gl e Cales OUS Sans
s asOLE ok pl (ANMadi,2024) Sl 558 ol (slaiba st ol Ko
«Shorbagy, 2024:145) ol Gl sl 55 cpr SSlados a3l s 65550
Loossln @2l o Glr e b or s Sk a SS Canss ol
F3 7S Sl dald Ol e alain 5o e sl 4 ot sbail S SR
sy 5 oo SspS by Soib opl Skssge 51 el 5 adlate 53 oo
Dbl 5 (93 5mm Ol o 5 OSTan 15 0350 Ol e Glay 28 Ole 53 S Gees
Lilsy 5 diea oo I8 alepu OBUS L5 o 5SS 5l Uas e sdote
(8imon, 2021) X1y o b los 28 ol 55 5 ol
Sopon 3 Jn s Sl sleKer (551 5 slasl Ly, Gens g L2
Glp el sdalin LB sdgya O gbaalis 5 el gdodr > je 3505 aub
Sl Cb Gle e &5 35 sledy o Ol e YoV e aas 2l s adped
YN0 Jle 53 (Kgy cpmed sliiel 55 kS Ctls Ol b K al JYs glra | 55
Dlos pbaloals (e edeie DL 5 o Ol s G cSIL
VA Jle 55 o8 Al Corge s 0l ool s S Laal Ol b s OS5
Shbr 5,555 4 ool (lSen glhpd adkie 53 Ol 4 as B Gl L]
Spa S Oy Al slS sl PAS o 4 ee el DLl 5 As
ssges ey Ky cpl i e s gileanslg ol s wcslg s (Greenwald, 2019)
Gl S8 5 e e 3l eslinad @ 1 Bl (oK sl sd glasl
(Baabood, 2022) ol 3,8 355 Oly a0l 35 5 Cld SObles a4l (gl
ol adlaie = oo LS50 Coeal 1 e AT sdasili Sl ol #3150
Gl 0 WSl Ol a8 il oS cl bl 5 SO sl Ol s Ol o
Ll e w53 O 55 Coul o 5 Lol O 53 e b sl
Slas ol cpl 5 das rals adlaie 53 55 1 IS el sdowte VLI 3545 atals 5y



w

—

2
-—

i

"’

yay VFO Hles ed sl oslad cpgen o0

58S Ly GBI e 5l e S cpl Sl gl Ol b S e sl b,
Db 53 5 St S1585 lacln 3 b 311 Lg) cnl & Sl OF 51 Sl dalpt
258 el e s e s s el L3 5s 0 JIad 5 sl
SLusis b 5il 5 b bals, Geaxd SIS 5o 8 cldls a5 Ll b

SO CR S W O R+ SCSUON BN g P = ORI L L1 0. PR
S 345 e e (STl o35 3 el wi iy slagsle a4 e 5L
o sl s paly s Olimes GSGSL cpl BB L (oo — LK il
G, 6l &S s e 0L adle S OV S gy ool Lol ool
5 sa¥l 0Lk Cllas I s &S la S ol sl oo Sl e
2 e 3,005 53 g3l e o5 3 Ol e THT0 035, VY Ko

Sgh ool g5l Je ol gladely g oslal oy 5 4 el

S ol p
Yo¥0 055, VY Kx 5 BV 0L sb 51 s cpr (53,8l J g0
Sl YoV oSt qris 53 (eaBV Ol gby Slles 51 S Ol &S 5bokes
A= B S oot e S B J S e G 4 Sl el )
oyl gdalgd Jlial by S C,bl}cj Sl 51 (glas gazmes 31 50 (6oL
«wslis eme 1 (Lailari, 2025) oo Sl=lls ol b Zolem Gl
Sl 5 s Gl udaadd 05 §VF OIS 31 ges jo S5 LK L el pan
s Oby Sa K Olgea &K e Ad comge (Zhou, 2024) s
CVslee 53 S1 B s 5 il o 50 Olgea S (salasl slael LG

A A 2

e
7



g
ey LI e
\‘/ i), "‘;_/ »A,/ //./4/91‘/
- —r’ >
- Jtoel 5 01l b bty 53 Gl sl 55 (63 805 dail gy (X \Q ¥

S slem G 53 S sz Vol o il 53 Ol e 1 0S50, onl e
38 sdalie oS ade JSul glaale, 5axlg oo 3 Geomen 5 Olpl
() S8l jsmar gl 5 1, xS sl «(Jerusalem Post, 2025)
Olpsa ) s gmgr oo ool 5o 5 Las o 18 o g a0l ol 51 e
S o e g5 SO 5 el S 00 2l

2> Sl da Sl e et il B A e B G Sl Sl Gl L
LBl s S Cda 5T 0 s ) e &S b w3 S 15 S s
S oids 03 e e Olgea TOYY Lal g YA s 1, S0 sl sl
Olea ;I 5 (Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in Israel, 2024) > S
O ple s ados 558 My e bl Bl s SV ) oy pele ST
23 gl 5 Cao g 3ladl o bl sl Jime | kly, i o s
oses O3y § Do la SO0 5 ise ool 5 eoladl glacais
oe> . (Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in Israel, n.d) —..!
Gl Sas e sll 5 ot 2alS JLis 4 o oS Sl OF Sl 1S o0
s ) e 09O slessl g s Sl Sl as STecad wddS ol 5 gsla|
el 63 S 1y il 58l

D Gree Slaaie; GREIN s 4 e oS BB e LRSS (S
el ol s el s glailaie Ll 3 Jslaze (63l JLs 4 5 SU L]
Sl oote b Son g 8155 Sl 5 048l L g3 e 3l 0Ll e S
5 0150 s L sl it ol (sls Sty Ll il o Jlad 4
Ol b ol 53 oS0 ald el oy el Sllgad 31 pem 4 o blal
(Hao, 2025) xS 3551 0353l 52 5 alblims (63,555,

1. Xiao Junzheng



w

o “ AL 2
ol

CA 2 2 oA

"

"’

Y40 VFO Hles ed sl oslad cpgen o0

N R . LI VP N E N PRG-IV o
5 odaie 0Lty 5 YU Coald e s 0 J ol b kS e Jas el
Sl gladls 01,50 s sl Sl (55 Slle g b 50w i
Sty o el GOl 5o e SV Glells s, 8 S
s e 355 515528 oSS Sl 55 a0l 55 5 sdomia U
340 dmo gy lie SOl L )an b 51 B S e ey sl s
B YF 5o Jshul 53 o0 Caenl 3l e s Olg o 1y sl cpl o
5 0 53 OF 03 2 g | oK 4 5 S sdalie Y1 Y)

LB S e 5l s 45 gambit Ssle s 3 eesls o 4 ax 5 L (e
O Il bl 5538 s cnl Ly 5 Cends niosiee (ol ealle
Jelpml s Opde (sosld 3l o 4SSl esdle |5 (a6,
o s o sl 55 3ol s e DL e res Sl 55 LSl el
Pl e Sk 53 A (Rer — e sl U3 rlpl 8 e Cnde
35 Lal 23l

Oler Lot Lailsy Geand o & 0 a3 ST o)l — (o5l om0 Ll
a0t bl SN b Sl o pd e ls) 55 s (3l S O1R 5 20
S S s e s Gl 2 e SOl S ness o 5 LS dal
33 A Sl Sonds oS das oo 0L U sl (AS OS[BS (S (b
el 8 Al G (Il 6l sl i 0 A el lpds Sk
2=V Y bl C S LS e oA el G Ll 0 e Sl
SL b el Ko 5 SOl bl o tnd s i 53 1) 25 e 4 S L
S o LIS | adkee o <L Coded gy ol pl 503 qua J:J‘\ﬂ\ ladlaa
2 JEl ol b g Sekils 5 Gree e gladely LB e &S )
Ly oer 2 5Lk VIFY 5L Al 5o dle Ll ccandy opl 5o 510K sl



Y

\/) ¢ 1_/ .,,/’.fL/J/

Ll 5 O b s 55 @laysls 55 o (6328l a5 6 S \as

3w sl Gl Sl el LS L e s sl Cs

AL el goa 9, Ol Ol (6 e

cooperation
- §5
cooperation
conflict
11
1:1 cooperation 2 ¢
conflict
conflict
2 -2
cooperation
5§ 56
cooperation
1.0000 .,
2:2 ® 11

cooperation

2 1
" 0.5000

21 ® 22

11

CanoS 1381 25 b Judl sl 9 uzz gy o s5lo 18 Jl3905

S 0l Jbs w5 ST i 31 i oS 58 blazal i 01y s 4 o

B P R o o B U N B B U o e | C oG WS PR PR | P
Sl elal B ool 4 o Syl o ool —sea P S
sl Sldgas Sl s 4\(((,.@,4 CAL'.»» 5 (lan cél;m) Ole plad a3l (6 S5

o Wig 8 b ol S 5 n) o Sl D1l O Ll oS 5505, ) g e oS )
A Slessse (i g3 enss Wy e bl St 5 paSl L L Lo 0T
w\w}Wﬁjw|L§|jb;|gulufw)\&f\ Lsu‘b“’"‘jl“ﬁ&}"u"’éb)b

J;U_).:.C« C:‘BLA u\)\m‘xﬁ@ﬁélwgubh‘;}» ‘;i\.&c)rl.lr.é.ac%u u\)..c«ou U.)w.&dd)l: L;lYL’



yay VFO Hles ed sl oslad cpgen o0

3 wolgs s (et 5 o= Ol S8 ‘Y«S‘,L' By R ‘\«)ﬂ‘a\)\
o Gt 4 (edote VL 4 s s il s Ll O s il
wups el Slesle wong,0 5 5 35l adlee 3 5wl 5 (golal Ll

S a0 sslel Il el Sligas S e 53 5 S Sl

Ot 5 oy bl 53 U155 o |y eseie nled ol . (Science of Military Strategy, 2020) «-La-
5 edalie o ol w_l.c dnlﬂ Oy 5 (gder pae 53 o e S L ez 5l (6380
5 abolee LB el glacs s> Ol pad [sbay o o8 medl, Sl T S0 O 4 golid
J.v‘,...::& J;‘GJLL‘H o e JJG L_SLQA)}P‘

)).ag s st. LSJ‘J"‘ l) D) 6\.&)\:&‘ 3 JAM )‘}..a;- S ol QVLL. Lile &Lﬁ@)-’xﬁ \J)A?-JJ Al
Sl e ol Glaeai b flin el LS 5w 5,5 J;.atU& osba e s e sladaie
Lis ol Gus S cl (g3 al) glaloe Jols S e cans 5l AL € 5 Syl AS
Gl Gladlae e Slesle s OAs B S Sl S 5 el lause ralS (g il
. (State Council Information Office of the PRC, 2025)

ST 51 G ol 31 i S5 2l e er B Ogme 3 Gsesle Sl oo 53 aly, & (5355,
S 2RSSl 5l Sk il (o el Il G b S (S 85 558 S
@bl e g (553 0L 53 Pl 4 il g e S o SU s (Grydehgj& Su, 2021) <,
das e C“&-J: O kel 5l s e edexie VL (g orsa (2o gl sl 5 e
3 3badl Jolas ¢ olalys Gb oS s Al o Kb cul s St 0 K sl gl
.;J;L,e&qﬁﬂ#&uf@”;buu:; B ydoee (5 S il

sl (ol 8 ale g smaisi sl sslasl Lals, LB s Boee cadlae ol 3 o gl Y
Li L5:,“we‘ 6L&Q\j>u BE (..:JT.:.M e oS qu} B EJ}JL{" \_L‘:J:J &;L«Lﬁ} Ml B QLz.:.L.J S 9w
W Aas e e)L>\ o e Lgﬁgﬂ; u.g‘ J;L;)\;; u_{.ié_);.\:ms 5)-1‘5)‘ CJL} Sldele chﬁ: 6@6;)3
.(Ehret& Murphy, 2023) x5 Clul ay 5o 5 Slesla aiies G b 4 0Ad JiaS 5l o Bl Li
O A Sl 5 S sagen 255 os cadlate GUIS OIS S n L Sl bl Sos5 ¥
0 Ol asle 5")§in Lol o Gaand €5 8 oS Gl ol Cmge Olpl a4
@310 Leoa 5 éuéﬁfmmjbﬁ‘ﬁsglﬁ@.:; IR Jﬁ&u)&ﬁgb}.}w sl
S o s 51y Sl (sl 5 (slaely oLy (slale 0 S50 ol



N

/4 ‘J_//uv/;/&‘//

Ll 5 O b s 55 @laysls 55 o (6328l a5 6 S VaA

PIPSTURSNICIN JUCIA B3 LR CH WUV W YR T po S S W

133 0355 aS daw p Shysl cpl @ a5 Ul Csl sl e 4 piw S0
S Ad Comsn B O35 00 ekl el 35 ekl il 53 ISl SIS, ok
e osba s a bl e g3l aal 5 S oy | Ol 5l ol oS
O 5 Ol L s Ll CopE e 4 S0 g opl Lo a5l e
Slsls Olse Ll 53 Ol e 1y 55 onl e 55 S e il 4 Slges
S olalasl sy b as osb 4 oS edalle (G55 e 0 po s e Ol
Sl s Gl s 250 S iS5l Sl dher 3l (5, OBl il
ool | il ol Ll oSy s OLL 01l b 26 ,an & ol gt o
Co s (ol sdalin BBV Slsge 55 a8 Hibolan |y 555 & 5 Ly 4L (s S
gl 52 31 Gl e O L pas (izen (Al Jazeera Net, 2025) s
3 05y Sy Tamd Sla 815 LS 53 o8 ol a8 8 s oS il Sl

80000

60000

40000
20000 I
 lIm n= Hu Hn HOH HA

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
M export Mimport
23V Obgb Oldoc jl i 9 G 2z 9 Ol Rl (S5 jut 9 (S8 (Golod Oldgl e iV Yo gos

Iran Customs Administration, n.d., retrieved October 18, 2025; Trade Map, n.d.,
(retrieved October 18, 2025)



w

o < 2 s
oY)
S U 2 o et
g

"’

\4\4\ \F'b)l.ecdj‘o‘)k&c(yajjb

S Olsea Ol ol (s psba o5 58 IVl i Ol ol b
o Sl g sl s 5l e (Sad 55 5l Gle 5 golasl S
S e 1 0l pl b s Tl ool 0313 e 5 o U3 e 5 el 4Bl 215
spdpled w5 5 Kl b iy Sl sl b 0 ST

Rl o3 S 38 bl g Ol wedde e il il oen
b A miy s 033 5 S Sas b gl S e slp Ol ol
Jelse 5 edomta VLI 51 LSl (g3 aly IDlizal Ol 5 (g kb Saols 15
oo Sl Ml S S Olpea 1 OF QST B ol 5ty S0
Cowr 4 yosli— K 3l Lilyy oS > Jlal l5l 4 5 AS o canas
Ans oo 0L Jolge cnl ¢ sammn alonil o odu] 3 od oolaim ol Cans
F5 03 Saeal Pl gl iy 5l (S Olses el LS 53 0l ) ol (Kas a8
AL el LS LSl 5 e Jail s

References
Ahmadi, A. (2024). China’s Break with Israel was Years in the Making,
Retrieved January 17, available

at:https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/china-palestine-israel-
relations/?one-time-read-code=265107170504249257320

Al Jazeera Net. (2025). Israel urges China to rein in Iran’s nuclear ambitions.
Retrieved January 17, available at:
https://www.aljazeera.net/news/2025/7/2

Arab Barometer (2024). America is losing the Arab world and China is
reaping the benefits. https://www.arabbarometer.org/media-
news/america-is-losing-the-arab-world-and-china-is-reaping-the-benefits/

Arab Barometer VIII (2023) Palestinian perception of international actors
and international relations (Report 2)

Axelrod, R. (1998) The evolution of cooperation, Basic Books, Inc., New
York.

Baabood, A. (2022). The Chinese President’s Recent Visit to Saudi Arabia
Highlighted the Arabs' desire to diversify their Foreign Relations.


https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/china-palestine-israel-relations/?one-time-read-code=265107170504249257320
https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/china-palestine-israel-relations/?one-time-read-code=265107170504249257320
https://www.aljazeera.net/news/2025/7/2
https://www.arabbarometer.org/media-news/america-is-losing-the-arab-world-and-china-is-reaping-the-benefits/
https://www.arabbarometer.org/media-news/america-is-losing-the-arab-world-and-china-is-reaping-the-benefits/

"

—

-” AL (et S
G 3827 o ot i
" Ll 5 O b s 55 @laysls 55 o (6328l a5 6 S Y.

Retrieved February 15, Available at: https://carnegie-
mec.org/diwan/88685

Chaziza, M. (2016). BESA Center Perspectives Paper No. 385. Retrieved
January 17, available at: https://besacenter.org/385-chaziza-the-red-med-
railway-new-opportunities-for-china-israel-and-the-middle-east/

Chinese Academy of Military Sciences. (2022). Science of Military Strategy
2020, Air University (CASI).
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/CASI/documents/Translation
§/2022-01-26%202020%20Science%200f%20Military%20Strategy. pdf

Eber, 1. (2020). Jews in China .Cultural Conversations ,Changing
Perceptions, The Pennsylvania State University Press

Ehret, M., & Murphy, A. (2023). China’s increasing role in the Middle East:
Implications for regional and international dynamics. Georgetown
Journal of International Affairs.
https://gjia.georgetown.edu/2023/06/02/chinas-increasing-role-in-the-
middle-east-implications-for-regional-and-international-dynamics/

Ella, D. (2019). Regulation of Foreign Investments and Acquisitions: China
as a Case Study: Israel-China Relations: Opportunities and Challenges,
Institute for National Security Studies, Tel Aviv

Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in Israel. (2024). Ambassador
Xiao Junzheng arrived and took post in Israel, Retrieved October 17.

Available at:
https://www.facebook.com/ChineseEmbassyinlsrael/posts/891329169850
803

Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in Israel. (n.d.). X profile.
Retrieved October 17, available at: https://x.com/chnambxiao

Evron, Y. (2018). The economic dimension of China—Israel relations:
political implications, roles and limitations, Israel Affairs, 23(5), 828-847

Gentry, b. J. (2013). China’s Role in Iran’s Anti-Access / Area Denial
Weapons Capability Development, Retrieved January 17 Available at:
https://www.mei.edu/publications/chinas-role-irans-anti-access-area-
denial-weapons-capability-development#_ftn21

Greenwald, B. M. (2019).The Silk Road and the Gulf: A New Frontier for
the RMB, Retrieved March 12, available at:
www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/the-silk-road-and-the-gulf-
a-new-frontier-for-the-rmb/

Griffiths, M. (1992). Realism, Idealism and international politics; A
Reinterpretation, New York: Routledge.

Grydehgj, A., & Su, P. (2021). China and the Pursuit of Harmony in World
Politics: Understanding Chinese International Relations Theory (1st ed.).
Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003259794


https://carnegie-mec.org/diwan/88685
https://carnegie-mec.org/diwan/88685
https://besacenter.org/385-chaziza-the-red-med-railway-new-opportunities-for-china-israel-and-the-middle-east/
https://besacenter.org/385-chaziza-the-red-med-railway-new-opportunities-for-china-israel-and-the-middle-east/
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/CASI/documents/Translations/2022-01-26%202020%20Science%20of%20Military%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/CASI/documents/Translations/2022-01-26%202020%20Science%20of%20Military%20Strategy.pdf
https://gjia.georgetown.edu/2023/06/02/chinas-increasing-role-in-the-middle-east-implications-for-regional-and-international-dynamics/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://gjia.georgetown.edu/2023/06/02/chinas-increasing-role-in-the-middle-east-implications-for-regional-and-international-dynamics/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.facebook.com/ChineseEmbassyinIsrael/posts/891329169850803
https://www.facebook.com/ChineseEmbassyinIsrael/posts/891329169850803
https://x.com/chnambxiao?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mei.edu/publications/chinas-role-irans-anti-access-area-denial-weapons-capability-development#_ftn21
https://www.mei.edu/publications/chinas-role-irans-anti-access-area-denial-weapons-capability-development#_ftn21
http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/the-silk-road-and-the-gulf-a-new-frontier-for-the-rmb/
http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/the-silk-road-and-the-gulf-a-new-frontier-for-the-rmb/
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003259794

w

| 21 Ai
VB G B Sy AR A=
=

"’

—

Y \F'b)l.ecd}‘o‘)k&c(ya)}b

Hao Nan. (2025). Iran-Israel war: What China won’t do for Iran. Retrieved
October 17. Available at: https://www.thinkchina.sg/politics/iran-israel-
war-what-china-wont-do-iran

Haotan, W. & Dalei, J. (2018). Trade versus Security: Sino-Israeli Security
Relations in a Game of Three Players, Asian Journal of Middle Eastern
and Islamic Studies, 12(2),193-206.

Institute for Security & Development Policy (2018), Retrieved March 12,
available at: HTTPS://WWW.ISDP.EU/WP-
CONTENT/UPLOADS/2018/06/MADE-IN-CHINA-
BACKGROUNDER.PDF

Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Administration (IRICA). (n.d.). Retrieved
October 18, 2025, available at:
https://irica.ir/index.php?module=cdk&func=loadmodule&system=cdk&
sismodule=user/content_view.php&sisOp=view&ctp_id=29&cnt_id=303
3452&id=2242

Jerusalem Post (2025) Taiwan stood by Israel, now it's our turn': Over 70
Israeli lawmakers vow support for Taiwan, Retrieved July 26, available
at: https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-862102

Keohane, R. (1984). After Hegemony; Cooperation and Discord in the
World Political Economy, New Jersey: Princeton University Press.

Lailari, G. (2024). China’s support of Hamas: Evidence and actions.
Retrieved March 12, available at:
https://www. jewishpolicycenter.org/2024/04/02/chinas-support-of-
hamas-evidence-and-actions/

Lakhal, Y.S.& Mida, H. S. (2017). The Red-Med railway project: a serious
competitor to the Suez Canal for cargo containers. Redalyc, 8(3), 898-917

Levitt, J. (2014) lIsrael-China Alliance Moves Forward With $2 Billion
‘Red-Med’ Freight Rail Link Alternative to Suez Canal. Retrieved March
12 available at: https://www.algemeiner.com/2014/03/24/israel-china-
alliance-moves-forward-with-2-billion-red-med-freight-rail-link-
alternative-to-suez-canal/

Majeski, J. Stephen & Fricks, S. (1995). Conflicted Cooperation in
International Relations, journal of conflict resolution,39(4), 622-664.

McBride, J. & Noah Berman & Andrew Chatzky (2023). China’s Massive
Belt and Road Initiative. Retrieved July 26, available at:
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/chinas-massive-belt-and-road-
initiative

Ministry of Commerce of the People’s Republic of China& et al (2024.)
Statistical bulletin of China’s outward foreign direct investment,
available at: http://english.mofcom.gov.cn


https://www.thinkchina.sg/politics/iran-israel-war-what-china-wont-do-iran
https://www.thinkchina.sg/politics/iran-israel-war-what-china-wont-do-iran
https://www.isdp.eu/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Made-in-China-Backgrounder.pdf
https://www.isdp.eu/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Made-in-China-Backgrounder.pdf
https://www.isdp.eu/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Made-in-China-Backgrounder.pdf
https://www.isdp.eu/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Made-in-China-Backgrounder.pdf
https://irica.ir/index.php?module=cdk&func=loadmodule&system=cdk&sismodule=user/content_view.php&sisOp=view&ctp_id=29&cnt_id=3033452&id=2242
https://irica.ir/index.php?module=cdk&func=loadmodule&system=cdk&sismodule=user/content_view.php&sisOp=view&ctp_id=29&cnt_id=3033452&id=2242
https://irica.ir/index.php?module=cdk&func=loadmodule&system=cdk&sismodule=user/content_view.php&sisOp=view&ctp_id=29&cnt_id=3033452&id=2242
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-862102
https://www.jewishpolicycenter.org/2024/04/02/chinas-support-of-hamas-evidence-and-actions/
https://www.jewishpolicycenter.org/2024/04/02/chinas-support-of-hamas-evidence-and-actions/
https://www.algemeiner.com/2014/03/24/israel-china-alliance-moves-forward-with-2-billion-red-med-freight-rail-link-alternative-to-suez-canal/
https://www.algemeiner.com/2014/03/24/israel-china-alliance-moves-forward-with-2-billion-red-med-freight-rail-link-alternative-to-suez-canal/
https://www.algemeiner.com/2014/03/24/israel-china-alliance-moves-forward-with-2-billion-red-med-freight-rail-link-alternative-to-suez-canal/
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/chinas-massive-belt-and-road-initiative
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/chinas-massive-belt-and-road-initiative
http://english.mofcom.gov.cn/

"

—

-” AL (et S
G 3827 o ot i
" el 5 Ol by 53 iloa sl )5 e (63 85 Ll 5 (6, Y.y

Ministry of Commerce of the People’s Republic of China, National Bureau
of Statistics, & State Administration of Foreign Exchange. (2024).
Statistical bulletin of China’s outward foreign direct investment.
Retrieved September 10. China Commerce Publishing House.
https://www.gov.cn/lianbo/bumen/202509/P020250908508134967854.pd
f

Mohnblatt, D. (2023). Indian group outbids Chinese players for stake in
Haifa Port. Retrieved July 26. Available at: https://themedialine.org/top-
stories/haifa-port-sale-will-boost-india-israel-business-ties-israels-consul-
in-mumbai-tells-tml/

National Natural Science Foundation of China. (2023). Guidelines for the
ISF-NSFC Joint Scientific Research Program. Retrieved July 26.
Available at: https://www.nsfc.gov.cn/Portals/0/fj/fj20230104_03.pd

Office of Foreign Assets Control (2012). Update to the Iranian Financial
Sanctions Regulations; Iran Sanctions Designations; Non-proliferation
Sanctions Designations; Anti-terrorism Designations; Non-proliferation
Sanctions Designations Updates; Anti-terrorism Sanctions Designations
Updates”, Retrieved September 10, available at:
https://ofac.treasury.gov/recent-actions/20121108

Raeisi Nejad, A. (2021). Iran and the New Silk Road: From the Geopolitics
of the Road to the Diplomacy of the Road. Tehran: University of Tehran
Press. [In Persian]

Rand Corporation (2019). The Evolving Israel-China Relationship: Chapter
3, Chinese Perceptions of and Interests in Israel. RAND Corporation.

Shagrir, H. (2019). Israel-China Relations: Innovative Comprehensive
Partnership; Israel-China Relations: Opportunities and Challenges,
Institute for National Security Studies

Shai, A. (2019) China and Israel Chinese, Jews; Beijing, Jerusalem (1890—
2018), Academic Studies Press, Boston

Shai, S. (2021). China and the Persian Gulf in the Aftermath of a US
Withdrawal, Quincy Institute for Responsible Statecraft, Retrieved July
10, available at: https://quincyinst.org/report/china-and-the-persian-gulf-
in-the-aftermath-of-a-u-s-withdrawal/

Shorbagy, M. (2024). Triangular dynamics: US response to China’s
assertiveness in the Middle East, Pluto Journals, 46(2), 137-161

Sipgbayport (2022). Development Process, Retrieved September 10,
available at: https://www.sipgbayport.com/development-process

Sobol, M. (2022) The Impact of the US on Israel-China Relations: Past,
Present, and Future. prospect & exploration, 20(9), 81-106

State Council Information Office of the People’s Republic of China. (2025).
China’s national security in the new era. Retrieved from


https://www.gov.cn/lianbo/bumen/202509/P020250908508134967854.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.gov.cn/lianbo/bumen/202509/P020250908508134967854.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://themedialine.org/top-stories/haifa-port-sale-will-boost-india-israel-business-ties-israels-consul-in-mumbai-tells-tml/
https://themedialine.org/top-stories/haifa-port-sale-will-boost-india-israel-business-ties-israels-consul-in-mumbai-tells-tml/
https://themedialine.org/top-stories/haifa-port-sale-will-boost-india-israel-business-ties-israels-consul-in-mumbai-tells-tml/
https://www.nsfc.gov.cn/Portals/0/fj/fj20230104_03.pd
https://ofac.treasury.gov/recent-actions/20121108
https://quincyinst.org/report/china-and-the-persian-gulf-in-the-aftermath-of-a-u-s-withdrawal/
https://quincyinst.org/report/china-and-the-persian-gulf-in-the-aftermath-of-a-u-s-withdrawal/
https://www.sipgbayport.com/development-process
https://www.sipgbayport.com/development-process

A1, el B A R
VB G B Sy AR A=
=

Y.V \F'b)l.ecd}‘o‘)k&c(ya)}b

https://english.scio.gov.cn/whitepapers/2025-
05/13/content_117871660.html

The Islamic Republic News Agency (2025) Iran, China ink 20 cooperation
documents. Retrieved July 10, available at:
https://en.irna.ir/news/85030249/Iran-China-ink-20-cooperation-
documents

U.S. Department of the Treasury (2017). Treasury Targets Persons
Supporting Iranian Military and Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps, Retrieved July 10, available at:
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm0125

U.S. Energy Information Administration. (2025, August). Report on Iranian
petroleum and petroleum products exports: A report required by section
4 of the Stop Harboring Iranian Petroleum, U.S. Department of Energy. ,
Retrieved July 10, available at:
https://www.eia.gov/international/content/analysis/special_topics/SHIP_
Act/SHIP-Act_2025.pdf

Waltz, N. K. (1979). Theory of International Politics, Addison-Wesley

Wu, H., & Jie, D. (2018). Trade versus Security: Sino-Israeli Security
Relations in a Game of Three Players. Asian Journal of Middle Eastern
and Islamic Studies, 12(2), 193-206.
https://doi.org/10.1080/25765949.2018.1472926

Zhou, J. (2024). Palestinian factions sign a declaration in Beijing on
bolstering unity. Retrieved July 10, available
at:https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202407/24/\WS66a037faa31095c51c
50f87a.html


https://english.scio.gov.cn/whitepapers/2025-05/13/content_117871660.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://english.scio.gov.cn/whitepapers/2025-05/13/content_117871660.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.irna.ir/news/85030249/Iran-China-ink-20-cooperation-documents
https://en.irna.ir/news/85030249/Iran-China-ink-20-cooperation-documents
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm0125
https://www.eia.gov/international/content/analysis/special_topics/SHIP_Act/SHIP-Act_2025.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.eia.gov/international/content/analysis/special_topics/SHIP_Act/SHIP-Act_2025.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://doi.org/10.1080/25765949.2018.1472926
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202407/24/WS66a037faa31095c51c50f87a.html
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202407/24/WS66a037faa31095c51c50f87a.html

o®

-

Lo e
sty e
- T 5 Ol b ey 53 byl 53 e (53,80 Lalss 6 S v.f




