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Abstract

Introduction

Artificial intelligence (Al), as one of the most transformative technologies of
the contemporary era, has not only altered the ways in which military power
is employed but has also reshaped the nature of strategic competition and
patterns of deterrence. Over the past decade, great-power competition has
increasingly shifted toward emerging technologies, particularly artificial
intelligence, making it a central component of military modernization
efforts. In this context, China has placed artificial intelligence at the core of
the modernization of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA), seeking a
gradual transition from the doctrine of “informatized warfare”
to “intelligentized warfare.” This transition is intended to enhance decision-
making, command and control, multi-domain operations, and combat
effectiveness in increasingly complex future operational environments.
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Accordingly, this study seeks to answer the question of how artificial
intelligence has influenced the transformation of China’s military strategy
and what implications this transformation has had for the balance of power
in East Asia.

Method

This study employs a qualitative approach based on documentary analysis.
The research data were collected from official Chinese documents, including
defense white papers, five-year plans, military reform documents, PLA
strategic guidelines, and other defense policy documents. In addition, to
examine the conceptual evolution of China’s military doctrine and assess the
effects of artificial intelligence on the structure and operational capabilities
of the PLA, the study draws on academic articles, specialized books, and
authoritative domestic and international research reports.

Findings

The findings demonstrate that the evolution of China’s military strategy has
not resulted from abrupt ruptures; rather, it has been a gradual and
cumulative process grounded in the enduring principle of “active defense.”
An examination of China’s ten strategic military guidelines reveals that only
three guidelines—in 1956, 1980, and 1993—produced fundamental changes
in military doctrine, whereas the remaining documents primarily facilitated
gradual adaptation to changes in the security environment and emerging
technologies. Furthermore, an analysis of the 2019 “New Era” strategic
guideline indicates that, contrary to many existing interpretations, this
document did not introduce a fundamental change in the core components of
China’s military doctrine. Instead, it primarily reflects the continuity of the
active defense principle while incorporating the organizational and political
reforms associated with the Xi Jinping era. The study also identifies a
significant gap between theoretical discourse and China’s official military
doctrine. While the concept of “intelligentized warfare” has rapidly gained
prominence among military theorists and in PLA professional publications,
official documents continue to regard “informatization” as the dominant
phase of military transformation and conceptualize intelligentization as a
gradual and long-term process. The findings further indicate that the
military-civil fusion strategy, structural reforms within the PLA, the
establishment of the Strategic Support Force, and the impact of technological
competition with the United States—particularly following the emergence of
the “Third Offset Strategy”—have constituted the most important
institutional drivers of this transition. At the regional level, the study
demonstrates that the intelligentization of China’s military capabilities has
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contributed to the emergence of a cycle of technological and security
competition in East Asia. China’s development of military artificial
intelligence capabilities has prompted a U.S. response through restrictions on
advanced semiconductor exports, increased investment in autonomous
systems, and the development of new operational concepts. This process has,
in turn, contributed to deeper U.S. defense cooperation with Japan, South
Korea, and Australia, increased military support for Taiwan, and intensified
technological competition across the region.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that artificial intelligence is not merely a tool for
enhancing the PLA’s combat capabilities; rather, it is gradually transforming
the foundations of military doctrine, command structures, organizational
arrangements, and operational concepts. Nevertheless, the transition from
informatized warfare to intelligentized warfare remains incomplete and
should be understood as a gradual process whose success depends on
institutional capacity, technological advancement, and strategic competition
with the United States. Therefore, the primary implication of artificial
intelligence for the balance of power in East Asia is neither the emergence of
a definitive Chinese advantage nor the continuation of uncontested U.S.
superiority. Instead, it is the formation of a dynamic technological balance of
power in which sustained competition over artificial intelligence, reciprocal
cycles of military innovation, technologically driven arms competition, and
emerging patterns of deterrence have become key determinants of regional
stability and security.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, China, Intelligentized Warfare, Balance
of Power, East Asia.
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